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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430

o, and read prayers,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMEXDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 16th November.

Hon. W. O, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.33]: The former part of this
Bill is what the House has considered for
some vears past, namely that dealing with
what is known as the signed statement. For
some considerable time there has been strong
opposition regarding the legislation that we
have at present in force dealing with ven-
ercal disease.

Mr. Underwoad: Has it proved wrong?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I will show the
lion. memher. The Minister pointed out the
other night that the provision ha'l not becn
abused. He also showed that unless this pro-
vision was left in the Act it woull be im-
possible to administer it properly for the
purpose of dealing with the disease. He
backed that wp by the statement that only
two cases had been reported during the past
year.

Hon. P. Collier:
the community.

The Colonial Sceretary: That is so. )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: A charge can be
made by way of o statement against any
man or woman. The Minister states that if
this provision were wiped out venereal dis-
ease would over-run the ecountry. He has
agid that there have been only twe cases in
the past year to which this provision has
applied. This shows that it has not had
much effect so far as the administration of
the Act is concerned dwring the past year.
Tt did not, as indicated by the Minster, save
a large number of people from suffering as
a result of this diseage, It did not have the
effcet of deercasing its ravages, and this
proves that the people did not avail them-
selveg of .the provision last year. I object
to the principle that is involved. I do not
¢are whether there are two or a dozen cased
eoncerned. I ohjeet to the principle whereby
any person, no matter who he or she may be,
can lodge a complaint against another per-
aon, and causc that person to suffer an in-
dignity, while the individual lodging the
eomplaint escajies.

Mr, Underwood: Where do you find any-
thing about lodging a complaint?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It is in the Aet.

He said it was saving
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Mr. Underwood:
lollging &% complaint.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: It is a straight
out accusation. It is made by a person as a
matter of fact. The person who is reported
is definitely acensed. The consequence is
that the aceusedl person is called upon by
the Commissioner of Public IIralth to sub-
mit himself or hergelf for medieal examina-
tion,

The Colonial Seeretary:
50,

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: Tt is in the Act,

The Colonial Sceretary: He poes ahont it
in a most diplomatic manner.

Hon. W. G ANGWIN: T
how he goes about ity That does not alter
my asscrtion. Wo matter how diplomatiec he
may be, the fact is he ioes this.

There is no question of

Not necessarily

do not care

The Coloninl Secrctary: He has the
power to do so.
Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: It is true that

the person who is asked to subwit himself
for examination ¢an go to any doetor he
pleases, and is not forced to go to any par-
ticular dector. Tf however, the Cgmmis-
sicner enforces the eompulsory clauwse, in the
event of a person refusing to go to a doctor,
he has to go to any doctor mamed by the
Commissioner. In the ease of n woman, one
of the doetors muat be a lady doctor. The
power exists, whether it is exereised or not,
to put the compulsery clanse into furce if a
person will not of his own volition earry ont
the wishes of the Commissioner. According
to the figures which have been given, the Act
has been shown cenclusively to be a danger,
On the 27th October, 1920, Mr. Dodd in an-
other plaec asked the Minister for Educa-
tion—

How many times has the Comumissioncr
of Public Health taken action as the re-
sult of secret information, te enforee
medical examinations upon persons sup-
posed to be suffering from venercal dlis-
case,

The Minister for Edueation replisd—

In forty cases, since the Iealth Amend-
ment Aet of 1013 came into operation, has
the Commissioncr of DPublic ITfealth served,
notice  under Section 256, Subsection 1,
hut in no iase haa it been necessary for
him to cause a person to he compulsorily
cxamined. Of these forty eases, five were
lost sight of, six had themselves medically
examined and produced negative evidence.

The Commissioner asked the people concerned
to submit themselves to a medical cxamina-
tion, and Aid not call in the aid of the police
to assist him in carrying out the provisions
of the Act, as he might have done had he
put the compulsory clanse inte action,

Mr. Tepsilale: That shows how conaid-
erate he is.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIXN: T am not dealing
with that guestion. 1f the hon. member had
been in his seat when I commenced wmy re-
marks, he wonld have heard

Mr. Tecesdale: I know it by heart. I
have heard you four times,
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The hon, member
has only been here for three sesssions, and
conld not have heard me four times. In one
session I did not speak on the subject at all.

Mr. Teesdale: You agreed with it to & eer-
tain extent.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No It was a
rushed thing last gession. The hon. member
would have heard me say that I object to a
person being permitted to Jodge informa-
tion against another without signing the in-
formation, whereby the person charged has
to soffer all the indignity and the person
making the charge suffers none.

Mr. Underwood: But you are imagining
the lodging of the complaint.

Hon. W. (!, ANGWIN: What T am saying
is, not imagination, but fact. Of those 40
cases five were lost sight of, six had
themselves medically examined and produced
negative evidence; in two ~ases the coneln-
sions were  unsatisfactory, aud one is still
pending. The remaining 26 cases were found
to be infected and comsequently they placed
themselves under medical treatment. The
next question was, ‘‘How many persons have
heen notified by medical practitioners or de-
partmental officers that they mmust be exam-
incd?’’ and the answer was ‘‘The 40 re-

ferred to in reply to question No. 1.’° The
next question was, ‘‘How many were fe-
males?’? and the answer was 940, Tt

shows conclusively that the Act is used only
- to get at the wamen.

The Colonial Secretary:

Hon, W, C., ANGWIN: Appavently the
women refuse to lodge unsigned complaints—
in other words, they are more manly than the
men, they will not take a mean advantage of
an Aet which enables thew to lay an un-
signed charge. Up to the 27th October, 1920,
not ome man was asked to submit himself
for examination wnder the provisions of the
Act. The next question was ‘“Daes the
Health Department cousider the provisions
of the Act in relation to venereal Qisease
are operating suceessfully 7’ and the answer
was ‘*Yes’’ WNo Adoubtl Since six women,
under request by the doctor, presented them-
selves for examinntion. knowing that if they
did not comply with the request the depart.
ment could call in the assistance of the police
and have them compnlsorily examined., And
all six of them urder examination proved
to be perfectly healthy, or, at all events, re-
turned negative results. Vet we are told
that the provision has beem a success! The
greatest indignity that could be placed on
any woman is to compel her to nndergo sueh
an exXamination.

The Colonial Secretary:
been any compulsion so far.

Hon. W, C. ANGWTN: The Minister can-
not hide himself under that statement. There
has not been any compulsion, beeavse the
women knew that if they failed te ga along
at the request of the doctor, they could, and
would, be compelled to go.

That is not so.

There has nat
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Hou. P. Collier: They were none the less
compelled beeause they walked there them-
selved. .

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: There was no neces-
gity for extreme action. The women went
in order to avoeid additional scandal and in-
dignity.

Mr. Underwood: What ave you trying to
do, eat those women, or what? .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T wish to goodness
somebody would eat the hon. member, or at
all events kill him! How would hon. members
like any of their own family, those near and
dear to them, to be subjected to such treat-
ment on the report of some scoundrel? How
would they feel if, their dear ones having
been proved under examination to be healthy,
it was found that no action whatever could
be taken against the person who lodged the
information? Tt is all very well to say we
are here to put legislation on the statote-
book; but we onght to ask ourselvse how wo
should like that legislation to be exercised
against ourselves. No member of the House
wonld Tike this provision to be appiied to
himself or to members of his family.

Mr., Lambert: But there is legal redress
for arrest on a wrongful charge.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: Yes, one ¢an take
action for damages if wrongfully arrested
on tht information of some known person.
Tf the hon. member were to charge me with
theft, and | were arrested on his false in-
formation, I eould, on proof of my innocence,
claim damages from him; but in the case vn-
der consideration I eould not even get his
name. Ts that justice?

Mr. Underwood: There is no such thing
as false information in the Aect.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: T do not know
what the hon. member means, He knows
well enough that in a case of nlleged vener-
eal disease one person can report another to
the Principal Medieal Officer.

Mr. Underwood: And the Prineipal Medi-
cal Officer can aef.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIX': He does act.

Mr, Underwood: If he has reasonable
ground to believe.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: How can he take
any other linc of action? Ts= pot the very .
information rcasonable prounds for belief?
What clearer grounds could the doctor de-
aire before he Delieves? Tt is all very well
to say it depends upon who lays the charge
and against whom the charge may be laid.
Rritish law is supposed to he hased an jus-
tice and equality., Under the Australian law
we are all egnal, including him whe is clean-
ing the gutters and him who holds the posi-
tion of Premicr. The legislation regards us
all as heing equal. We require, not to take
into consideration who or what a man may
be, but rather the effects of the law and
Twow it can be applied. Tn all probability,
we shall have an outburst regarding this
question from some members who have spent
a few years in the North-West; because 3
ecrtain «iscase' has been prevalent amongst
the natives of the North-West, a disease that
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has never yet been definitely diagnosed as
true venereal discases.

Mr. Teesdale: We have plenty of the other
up there, )

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The public has
been led astray. Grave doubts have been
cast on the true nature of the disease wp
there. 'When in office I had a long talk with
a doctor from the North-West. He went very
closely into this question. He was ot opinien
that it was not ayphilis he had to contend
with up there,

Mr. Underwood: Not true syphilis.

Hon. W, {. ANGWIN: Those hon. mem-
bers who indnige in ountbursts on the ques-
tion are led away by the large number of
natives who have been segregated and put
into hospitals in years past. By those mem-
bers the disease infecting the natives is re-
garded as ordinary syphilia.

Mr. Teesdale: I wish we had none of it
at all, whatever it is.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I agree with that.
We have gone mad on the question. In re-
spect of no other disease has there been so
much exaggeration by the medieal profession.

Mr. Teesdale: Proportionately we have
not g0 much of it in the North as you have
in Perth.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am with the hon.
member. 1 have said that the natives are
not suffering from true venercal disease, or
that at all events there are grave doubts as
to» what their ailment really is, The out-
hursts which oceasionally eome from members
representing the North are based on the pre-
valence of a disease which is not the disease
dealt with under this provigion. Why did we
become insane on this question?

Mr. Teesdale: To proteet women.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Oh, was it? T will
deal with that presently. Great protection
iz afforded, when six women have to go up
for examination, whereas not one man is
ealled upon to go up!

Mr, Tecsdale: You would not give us one
per cent.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: After the war we
wera afraid we were going to have a serious
ontbreak of venereal disease to contend with.

Mr. Teesdale: We got it, too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Our figures do not
show it.

Mr. Underwood: The Act prevented it.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: No, because during
five years only 40 ¢ases were reported, and
last year there were hot two. Ilow could that
have prevented it?

Mr, Teesdale: What about our clinies?

Hon. W, ", ANGWIN: The hon, member
does not know what le is tailking abont.
Those who o to the clinics are reported,
ard the position so far as this State is con-
cerned is that the numbers have heen de-
creasing and not increasing, and the decrease
in my opinion has heen bhrought about by the
cxistence of the clinics. T am not condemn-
ing the whole of this legislation; I do not
want it to be understood that I think it is
unnecessary for the Government to take some

[ASSEMBLY.]

action for the purpose of abating a disease
nhich is a danger to the community. But
this Bill does not deal with that; it does
not deal with the genmeral gquestion; it omly
deals with one portion of it.

Mr, Teesdale: You are dealing generally
with it

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: What I am point-
ing out is that the legislation existing to-day
was the outeome of panic largely brought
about Ly the medical profession. At that
particnlar time Dr. Cumpstor issuwed 2 pam-
phlet dealing with the disease; later on there
was a conference and the legislation existing
to-day was the result. We were {old at that
time that about 25 per cent. of the popula-
tion were suffering moere or less from venereal
disease, What has been proved since then?
That ouly about 3 per cent. are suffering
from it,

Mr, Mann:
eftects of it?

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: From the disease.
As 3 matter of fact, these medical gentlemen
almost tried to make the community believe
that there was seareely an individual in the
State who did not have the germ of the dis-
case, Statements like this were made for the
purpose of passing the legislation which those
gentlemen wanted. Members of this Assem-
By then gave them that legislation, and it
is that portion of it which T am endezvouring
to remove from ihe Act. The matter was
considered by this Assembly, and it was
shown that the existence of such a law meant
the interference with the liberty of the sub-
jeet to aunch an extent, and that the danger
from its operation was so great, that it was
decided that it should not be permitted to
retain on the Statute-book for more than
12 months.

Mr. Underwood: This Assembly passed it
withont hesitation.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: This Assembly
saitd, '*'We cannot allow such a law to remain
in force for longer than a year.”’

Mr. Underwood: This House passed it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Exactly, but stipu-
lated that it should terminate at the end of
12 months.

Mr. Ulnderwood: You are wrong.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: And from that
time to the present, a Bill has been hrought
in each year to eontinuc the operation of the
law,

Mr, Underwood:
tive Couneil.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: The hon. member
iv wrong. The motion was woved by Mr.
Veryard, the then member for Leederville,
Now the Government are so anxious to make
ir a permanent measure, that they introduced
this year the Bill, not in the Assembly, but
in the Council. They were airaid of the pub-
lic; they knew they were treading on dan-
gerous ground. Public opinion, however, was
Fo stromg that they withdrew the Bill from
the Council.

The Colonial Sceretary: Tt was withdrawn
liecause it was g money Bill .

From the disease or from the

No, it was the Legista-
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: That is all bunkum.
That question would not have affected the
Bill one bit; the money clauses of the Bill
could have been printed in italics,

The Colonial Secrctary: You are not right.

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN: The hon. member
knew that the people of the State were op-
posed to this legislation and the Government,
having become scared, withdrew the Bill.

The Colonia! Secretary: That is not so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It was so. Minis-
ters in their own hearts knew that they were
perpetuating the perpetration of an indignity
on the women of Western Australia which
they had no’ right to do.

The Colonial Seeretary: Nonsense!

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Western Australia
is being held up to the world by the members
of the medical profession as the most vir-
tuous State in Australia, and this for the
express purpose of getting rid of a disease
which does not exist, at any rate, any more
than it does in any other part of the world.
We are advertising ourselves, or are taking
asteps under the Bili to advertise ourselves
ag if we werc rotten with venereal disease.
In almost every publication we see some re-
ference to what Western Australia has done.
During the three years that I was in charge
of the Medical Department, I found that
that department wanted to segregate people
for almost anything, and that they were
carrying cut their cxaggerated views to an
extent beyond that which the people of the
State would stand. I wish again to emphasise
that T am not entirely opposing this legis-
lation, T um uniy opposing that portion of it
which permits a person to present an um-
signed statement.

Mr. Mann: Have there been complaints
abouts acts of hardship since the law hag been
in operation?

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: If anyone belong-
ing to me were ordered up for a compul-
sory examination, and that examination gave
a negative result, I should not be too anxi-
ous to make the matter public unless 1 had
the opportunity of prosecuting the person
who made the accusation.

Mr. Underwood: Xo onc belonging to you
will ever be brought up for examination.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Still, the Act gives
that power. I remember an clection in Eng-
land, 1885, in a district in which I was liv-
ing in tbe division of Cumberiand. One
of the ecandidates had heen a great supporter
of the Contagious Discases Act and it was
on that that the fight was taking place.
That Aet had been in cxistence for some
time, and there were many instances where
young tirls had been run in for the purpose
of being medically examined, and in no case
had it been possible to point a finger at them.
The outcome of that eclection was that Enp-
land wiped out that statute. Why? Prin-
cipally berause the people were up against
anything which resulted in the liberty of the
subject heing interfered with. Western Aus-
tralia in 1913 or 1916 advanced so quickly
that it intreduced legislation which Eugland
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kicked out in 1885.
going backward.

Mr. Underwood: The British Parliament
has followed" ns.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: They have not fol-
lowed us. The Government in New South
Wales closed down on this legislation; they
would not have it; they would not listen
to the exapge.ations which had been made
in regard to the discase. As a matter of
ifaet we have not got the disease in Aus-
tralia to the extent that the medical officers
would have us believe,. Qur own figures
prove that to be so. ,

Mr. Teesdale: Why would they exaggerate?
They have mothers and daughters and wives.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We had some-
where nbout a thousand eases reported last
year.

Mr. Underwood: No, 800,

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: Many of those
might have been cases that had been dealt
with before and had come forward again, Is
it such a serions matter that we must pass
a law whereby people—women particnlarly,
beeause it is only that section of the com-
munity against whom the legislation is en-
foreed—imust have indignities heaped upon
them, by arresting them if necessary on an
unsigned statement lodged by a person with
the Prineipal Medieal Officer. I noticed only
the other day that even in England there
arc some supporters of a gystem in regard to
venereal disease, which has not bheen car-
ried into effect. No less a person than Lord
Knutaford said that there was an increase
of 23,000 eases in the hespitals in London,
his object heing to build up legislation which
they have there. But there was a doctor
attached to the London hospital who chal-
lenged the statement at once, and said that
he would not allow such a serioms assertion
to go unrefuted. He gave the fizures for
several years, and the total increase for the
year 1920, which was given out to the public
as heing 23,000 cases, dwindled down to
1,370. The docter did not believe in these
compulsory clauses, and he showed the mat-
ter in its tree light.  Consequently, the
public decided that there was no need for
legislation of such a drastic nature az we
have in Western Australin, The Minister
peinted out the other day that omee the de-
partment got hold of a person under this
clause, he would have to follow up the treat-
ment until he was cured.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the benefit which
is elaimed for it.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Yes, and there is
not the least doubt that in New South Wales
it was thrown out on the same point. The
Minister wants to hold snch persons until
they are cured, but the Government of New
South Wales threw out the proposal know-
ing that a cure could not be guaranteed. If
they got hold of 2 person and dealt with
him in the way desired by the Colonial See-
retary, they would have to keep bhim for
life, Deeawse a cure could uot he guaran-
teed.

We in this State are
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The Colonial Secretary: That is not right.
Hon. W, . ANGWIN: T have a copy of
‘*The Medical Journal of Australia,’’ from
which T will read a letter to show the differ-
ence of opinion on this question. It states—
The ‘‘Carc’* of Gonorrhoea and the
Venereal Distease Aect. I observe that
under the Venereal Disease Aect, which is
shortly to come into forec in New South
Wales, the medical attendant is required
to give a certificate of ‘fcure.’” This ap-
pears to me to be a serions matter inas-
much as no medical man can, under any
eiremmstances, be sure that any patient
whe has had gonorrhoea, has become free
from the disease, Neisser declared his
scepticism as to the cure of any patient
of either sex who had onee become in-
feeted. This is perhaps going teo far,
but it is quite eertain that we have no
eriteria whatever whereby we can declare
that patient to be free from infection.

The Colonial Seeretary: He does not know
much sbout it.

Mr. Teesdale: That puts the negative
business away. These women might have had
it all the time.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN:
bad it.

Mr, Teesdale: No docrtor could say,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: That is what 1 want
to prove. I wish to prove that the Bill is
useless, and I am quoting the words of a
medical man to prove it. The letter con-
tinnes—

I believe that the test to he applied is
that two suceessive smears shall show the
absence of the gonoeoceus. In the case ot
the male, this test is ridienlous, and in the
case of the female it is preposterous, The
gonococcus may. be absent from ten succes-
sive smears, and yet the organism may be
present in the patient and liable to cavse
infection to others. It is a well-known fact
that gomocvocei may be present in the
threads found in the urine of males, even
when they have no diseharge at all. In the
case of the female, the test has even less
value. The seriong aspeet of this matter is
that the medical man is asked to give a cer-
tifiente of ‘‘cure’’ to persons to whom he
must kaow that 2 large number are still in-
fectious. It one of these ‘‘cured’’ persons
marries and infeets an innocent woman
with this devastating disease, then surely
the medical man who gave him a certifi-
cate will incur a grave responsihility. Leg-
ally, of course, he can shelter himself be-
hind the ‘“‘two-smenr’’ fiction, but whether
morally he bas the right to do so i an-
other matter. Tf the law ureseribes a test
whieh he knowa to bhe utterly inaldequate,
iy it right for him to prostitute his profes-
gional name by signing what is really a
false declaration? Tf we sign these papers,
the country will be full of these ¢ legally
eured ’? sources of infection. Their gonococei
inay have no locus standi and in faet may
Le legatly dead, hut T fear that excommuni-
eation of this kind will 1o little to induce

We might all have
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them to mend the evil of their ways, There
are other objectionable features in the Aet,
and I think that it would be an sdmiralle
thing if a general meeting of the Associa-
tion were held to discuss the Act in all its
bearings; and it is possible that some of
these bearings will snrprise the authors
of this Aet when it comes to be cnforeed.
Tf the Minister for Health could e indueed
to attendl sach a meeting, so much the het-
ter, for he would hear the views of those
having & pructienl acquaintance with the
disease. Obvicusly the anthors of this Aet
have not come into contnet with any <neh.

Arthur 8. Vallack, 233 Macquarie-street,

Sydney. March 31, 1920,

That ia the opinion of anothor doctor and it
shows what a differenee of opinion exists,

The Colonial Secretary: He is only one
aunthority,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course I should
not put anyenc up as an authority against
the Minister. Let me tell the Minister a
little story about one of his own doctors.

Hon. P, Collier: You must not swallow all
they tell you.

The Colonial Becretary:
opinion of one docter.

Hon. W. ., ANGWIN: My late friend,
Dr. Hope, on retiving from the Civil Nervies
of Western Australia, went to the war., When
he got to France amongst some of the greatest
medical experts of the day, he discovered that
a certain medicine used in typhoid and other
fever cases was producing wonderful results.
1 received a communication from him in which
he mentioned the name of the medicine anil
guoted the number of eures recorded awd the
number of days the patients spent in hospital,
T thought the information would he useful -
here. T took it to a doctor, one of the Min-
ister’s advisers, I showed him the Iettor and
said, ¢*Would net that be a good thing to
get for the protection of our own people in
case of an outhreak of fever?! T{ has heen
proved in Franee and von have the opirion
of a man whoe knows our conflitions and who
recommends it.”? The doetor read it down and
then remarked, ‘I have not secn any refer-
ence to it in the ‘“Lancet’’ yet. He at-
tached greater impestance to an article in the
“T.aneet’’ than to the opinion of a man whom
he knew and who had had experience of the
medieine. T want members to realise that
what the Bill provides for has nothing what-
ever to do with the cure of venereal diseave.
What the Bill provides for has nnthing what-
ever to do with the means for curing venereal
disense, The Bill seeks to extend for a
forther 12 months the ripht of any person
suffering from venereal disease to lodge with
the Commissioner of Public Health a charoe
against any other person to the effeet that he
canght the disease from that other person,
and to do this without signing his name to the
charge. That is the only question in the Bill
ns regards venereal (izease. Unfortunately,
the measure has been used in this State prin-
cipally against women, TForty eases were re-
ported to the end of October, 1920, and all

That is only the



of them were women. If members believe it is
right that anyone should be able to lay a
charge against a woman without signing his
name to the charge, they will vote for the
Bili. Tf members believe it is wrong that any
man should be able to lay a charge against
a woman without signing his name, thus en-
abling the woman, if the charge proved to be
groundless, to demand the name of the in-
formant, they will vote against the Bill
The Government have not had the ploek
to propose making this provision permanent.
The Minister went a little astray with regard
to one matter. He said there might be a large
numher of cases in Western Australia treated
by chemists and others and not notified.

The Colonial Seeretary: They could get
chemicals and mix them np for themselves.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: To that I would
reply “Well. I'm dammed, '’ if it were not
disorderly.

. Mr. BPEAKER: Tt would be just as well
‘not to.

Hon. W. 0, ANGWIN: Tancy a person
going to a chemist, purchasing chemicals
and mixing them up for himself!

The Colonial Secretary: Quite an easy
matter,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN;
a minute’s considerntion. Nobody would
do that. The Act prohibits a vhemist from
supplying sueh medicine without the per-
mission of the Commissioner. ¥s the Min-
ister neglecting that provision?

The Colonial Seeretary: No.

Hon, P. Collier: How muany prosecations
have there been?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Has the Minister
proved that a large number of persons are
roingr to chemists for these medicines?

The (olonial Secretarv: T surmise it,

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: The Minister has
no proof. He has neot instituted one
prosecution, which is prima facie evidence
that his statement is groundless. The Act
lays down clearly what aetion shall be
taken by the department in sueh cireum-
gtances, This provision has not been
availed of. The inference that chemists
are breaking the law can bo dismissed from
mind without further cousideration. There
are one or two other matters in the Bill
worthy of consideration. 1t is not the first
time that -Government departments have
tried to take charge of publie buildings,
sometimes successfully. Recently the Perth
Town Hall was engaged for a ball, and the
Act was complied with. It was found that
the hall offered insufficient accommodation
and St. George’s Hall or some other hall
was engaged for a supper room. Owing
to some misunderstanding those responsible
neglected to notify the Commissioner of
Public Health that they intended to instal
certain electrie wires in St. George’s Hall,
Of course the health inspectors had to
show that they were doing something; so
they immediately Dbrought up the persou
responsible, and got him fined for mno:

Tt is not worth
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giving notice of intention to alter the
electric lighting arrangements. However,
in by far the greatest portion of Westera
Australia the men who are called upon to
ingpect public halls are the leval health
inspectors, and not the Government health
inspectors. If T had my way I would re-
duce the mnmber of Government inspectors.
Certainly I would not introduce into a
measure like this cueh a paliry clause as
an excuse for retaining inspectors who are
not required. The Government have been
cunning in this matter. They do not wish
the clause to apply to all balls throughout
the State, beeause then our friends on the
eross benches would be against it, anil
would vote the provision out.

Hon, P. Collier: No; the ¢lause does not
apply to agricuitural halls.

The Colonial Seeretary: It is not neces-
sary to apply the provision to small build-
ings, but only to large buildings; and that
ia the intention.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The Minister said
within himself, **Tf T do not exelude agri-
cultural halls, [ shall not be able to pass
this elause and so obtain a little more
money to pay health iuspectors who are not
required to-day.’’

My, MaeCallim Smith: But you «do not
suggest that the members of the Country
Party would lend themselves to such a pro-
ceeding?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: T say that the
Country Party will never vote for anything
that will cost their constituents a peany.

Mr. A, Thomson: What has that got to
do with the Bill?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill exempts
agricaltural halls in the eountry from in-
speetion.

Mr. Johnston: They ought to be exempt,

Surely the hon. gentleman approves of
that?
Hon. W, (. ANGWIXN: T intend to vote

against the clause altogether, as I voted
against a similar elauvse two or three years
vears ago. This thing has been attempted
before. A clanse similar in prineciple, if not
worded exactly like this one, was struck out
twe or three years ago. Let hon. members
ask themselves whether it is necessary that
the Perth health inapectors should inspect
amongement halls in Fremantle or in Kalgoor-
lic? Is it necessary to pass a clause impos-
ing fees for that purpose? Should not the
local authoritics of Fremantle or Kalgoor-
lie, ot any other eentre, do the work and re-
ceive the fees? The intention is to send the
Perth health inspectors all over the Btate to
make annual inspections at a cost of £3 per
inspection. Parlioment refused to ratify a
similar provision some years ago. We ask
for decentralisation. The Country Party de-
mand decentralisation. T know that, gener-
ally speaking, ddecentralisation of the kind de-
sired by hon. members is not possible. But
in this particular instance decentralisation
is possible, because, except as regaris one
or two elderly inspectors appointed prior
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to the passing of the Health Act, the in-
spectors in the country are qualified and
certificated in exactly the same way as the
Government health inspectors. If the clause
pasges, the Minister will put in a minute the
next morning, ‘‘We have to inspect halls of
amusement now and we mmst appoint the
pecessary additional inspectors.'?

The Colonial Secretary: We inspect the
bhalls now.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
tors to Albany?

The Colenial Sec¢retary: No.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: You wounld have to do it
if this clause passed.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes; and the fee
would be £5 to £10, eccording to the size of
the hali,

Mr. Money:
clause?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The officers con-
ecerned. In my opinion, the appointment of
an official to inspeet country halls would in-
volve more expenditure than the iotal of the
fees to be collected, and the Consolidated
Revenue would have to make up the balance.
The clause is ridieculous, and should be de-
leted. Indeed, T almost hope that the entire
Bill will be thrown out. However, therc is
just one provision in it which I favour. I
tried to get Parliament to enact such a pro-
vision in 1913 or 1914, but it was rejected
by the Legislative Council, I believe at the
instance of various nurses, To me it has al-
ways seemerld ridiculous that while a young
girl desirous of qualifying as a maternity
nurse, goes into a hospital for twelve
months’ training, a qualified nurse desirous
of nursing maternity eases is in this respect
put on exactly the same footing as that
young girl, and is required to undergo the
same period of training in a maternity hos-
pital. It is now proposed that a certificated
nurse need only put in six months’ training
in  maternity work. JIndeed, I understand
that the existing provision has rever been
carried out. The Minister told me the other
night that it had been, but I say it never
has heen. Just after the opening of the
King Edward Memorial Hospital T learnt
that several soldicrs’ widows desired to be
trained as maternity nurses. Very few of
ther were able to get into the King Edward
Memorial Hospital, the only training institu-
tion of the kind in the metropolitan area, or
perhaps in the State. Possibly Kalgoorlic
hospital also affords training in maternity
nursing, A nurse must go through such an
institution in order to ohtain a certificate.
Some of the soldiers’ widows who could
not get into the King FEdward Mem-
orinl  Hospital had families and were
desirous  of making some money in
order that they might be able to (e-
vote their pensions to the proper mainten-
ance of their children. I interviewed the
('ommissioner of Public Health in repard to
the matter, and he said to me, *“One or two
have just gone into the King Edward Mem-
orial Ilespital for training, and so there

But do you send inspec-

Who is asking for this
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should be a vacaney or two in six months.’”
““But,”” I snid, ‘‘under the Aect they must
remain there for 12 months.’’ The Commia-
sioner replied, ‘*Oh no, we keep them there
only six months.”? I said nothing, hecauss
I thought the practice was quite right, al-
though contrary to law. The clause in ques-
tion is the only clanse in this Bill that is
worth passing. By rejecting cvery other
clause of the measure we shall be doing good
for the community. By passing that ome
cliuse we shall be benefiting the nyurses, and
alro those throughout the HState +ho are in
need of maternity nurses. I trost hon, mem-
bers will show respect for the liberty of the
subject by refusing to emact that provision
of the Bill which would prevent a person
against whom a malicious charge is made,
from sving for damages and from demand-
ing the name of the person who made the
charge. 'The licensing of halls is s matter
for the local authorities, because the local
authorities have insjectors to carry out the
work without cost to the State. The pro-
vision relating to maternity nursges is the
only important and beneficial feature of the
Bill. The principal clause of the Bill I
trust will be struck out entirely.

Mr. MANN (Perth) [5.43]: I took note
of the last speaker’s statement that any mem-
ber who desired that a woman should be
taken away to be examined on the strength
of an wnsigned statement wonld support the
Bill, and that any member who did not de-
gire this wonld vole against the Bill. I have
read the seetion controlling the wmatter, and
I fail to find in’it any reference to an un-
gigned statement. The section states—

When the Commissioner has reason to
believe that any person is suffering from
any venereal discase, he may give notice
in writing to such person requiring him to
consult a medical practitioncer, and to pro-
duce to the satisfaetion of the Commis-
sioner— )

and so on. That section makes no referenee
te an unsigned statement.

Hon. W, C. Anpwin: But read the lines
struck out, which will come into foree if
this Bill is carricd.

Mr. MANN: So far as T see, that does
not affect the position.

Hon. W. C, Anpwin: It affects the whole

position.
Mr. MANN: [ have in mind a cuse soch
as’ this: [f a male person suffering from

vencreal disease consulted a medieal man,
the medical man might question him as te
lLow he had become infected. The patient
might or might not inform the medieal man
as to the souree of infection. [f hie did in-
form the dector, theon the latter, in veporting
the ease fo the Commissioner of Publie
Health, micht state, *'I treated Thomus Jones
for a venereal disease, und he hay informed
me that he was infected at a certain house
by a certain woman.’’ Therenpon, I take i,
the Commissioner's duty wounld be to make
carefal and discreet inquiries into the pa-
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tient’s allcgation. The member for North-
East Fremantle says that under such a clause
no woman would be safe.  But surely a man
holding the pogsition of Public Health Com-
missioner for Western Australia would take
every precaution to satisfy himself beyond
all reasonable doubt of the truth of the alle-
gation before issuing instructions for a medi-
cal examination of the woman, Before read-
ing the Bill I thought it was possible, and
that the Act was so worded, that it was im-
perative upon the Comimissiorer of Publie
Health to make a person submit himself for
examination as soor as the unsigned state-
ment had been received.

Hen, W. C. Angwin: Do yon suggest that
you, of all men in this Chamber, would think
that?

Mr. MANN:
tive——-

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Bunkum! You never
thought anything of the kind!

Mr. MANN: I thought that the Commis-
gioner would act immediately on receipt of
an unsigned statement.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You thought nothing
of the kind!

Mr. MANN: One would have thought that
that was the position after hearing the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin). That was the position which he
was endeavouring to put before hon. mem-
bers, but I find it is not the ease. It seems
to me that the member for Worth-East Fre-
mantle was fighting a very bad case because
he certainly endeavoured to make members
believe that that was the position.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Those conditions do
prevail.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member firat says
that it does not prevail and then he says that
it does prevail. I am inclined to liken this
matter to a criminal case where a crime has
been committed. [t may be a case of mur-
der or an offence of & more or less serious
nature. Souic person may come along and
give certain information to a police officer.
That individual would not say, *‘ Jones com-
witted that crime.’’ He would simply give
certain information to the officer, who would
have to thorvoughly investigate it and when
he believed he was able to satisty a justice
that Jones had eommitted the offence, or was
in possession of eertain stolen property, and
83 on, the officer would make representationa
to the magistrate that Jones bad committed
that offence. At that stage the magistrate
would issue a search warrant, or a summons,
or & warrant for arrest, as the case might be.
But the magistrate has to be satisfied ‘that
there is reasonmable ground for issuing the
warrant. No magistrate would issue a war-

I thought it was impera-

- rant on the barc statement that someone had

done something. In the case under review,
the Commigsioner of Public Health is the
magistrate and he has to be satisfied. So
gatisfied has he to be, and so careful has he
been in administering this Act, that there
has not been one complaint by any person
.of having heen wrongfully charged or at-
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tacked under this section. I can gire many
instances during the 20 years I was.con-
neeted with the Police Department where in-
valuable information was put into the hands
of the police by means of an unsigned note
from a person who did not desire his name
t+ be divulged. That information wouid not
be actetl uvpon without strong corroborration.
The police officer would have to satisfy him-
self to such an cxtent that he felt he could,
in turn, satisfy the magistrate that the facts
to be placed before him were correct,

Mr. Sampson: How could that happen
under the Bill?
Mr., MANN: Certain information reaches

the Commissioner of Public Health and the
Commisgsioncr at once makes such inguiries
as will enable him, acting in the capacity of
a police magistrate, to satisfy himself that
a case has been made out which necessitates
action. He will theu issue a notice asking
the person to submit himself or hersclf for
examination. I may relate a case which came
under my notice as a police officer.  Ome
morning a geatleman came into my office
and he showed me a notice which had come
to his house addressed to his daughter. The
gentleman bad come into possession of that
note by accident. It was a notice instruect-
ing his daughter te submit herself for ex-
amination. His feelings were indeacribable.
Up to that time, he had had no reason to
suspect that his daughter was living a
loose life. 1 discussed the position with
him and told him that if The liked
te let the matter stand over for 2z
day, T would have careful inquirics made to
ascertain something about the position. L
did so and I found that ecrtain officers knew
the daughter well and the places she fre-
quented. T sent for the father and I told
him that it was in the interests of his
daughter that she should be examioed, I
suggested that he should have her examined
by the family’s medical practitioner, on the
result of which he could arrive at his own
decision. That was done and his daughter
was found to be suffering from thia disease
in a very bad form. In that ease, I think
the Commissioner did make very careful and
discrcet ingquiries. He was so satisfied that
he semt a notice to that particular young
woman. The majority of her gex will en-
deavour to hide these things more than a
man. If o man becomes infected, he will
consult & ‘‘pal’’ as to what is the best course
to be taken, where to consult a doctor or
chemist who is used to dealing with such
cases, and so on. He may go to a doctor,
who will report the case to the Commissioner,
or he may go to a chemist or herbalist, who
will not report the matter to the commis-
sioner.

Mr. Davies: They are not allowed to treat
thosc cases.

Mr. MANN; No, becunse it is illegal for
them to treat them and that is the reason
why they will not send in a report. There
are many men, however, who are making a
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good living by treating patients suffering
from this disease.

Hon. P. Collier: There have been ne prose-
cutions. The Police Department should have
been able to track them down,

Mr. MANN: I will not suggest how evi-
dence can be got to support prosecutions in
such cases.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member would
be able to get that evidence all right.

Mr. MANN: In the case of a woman she
does not act as a man. She does not consult
her hest **pal,*’ her purents or anyone else.
She hides her tronble and so she soffers and
others may suffer as the result. It may be
that this eclanse can be amended so as to*
provide for greater precautions being taken,
but T think it is very essential that we should
retain it. Knowing as [ do the necessity for
examinations, 1 think members would be act-
ing wrongly if they do not agree to re-enact
this particnlar part of the Aect.

Hon. W. C. Aungwin: T am not dealing with
the examination bot T say the person making
the charge should sign his name to it.

Mr. Underwooid: There is no charge.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Tt is the same thing;
there is no difference,

Mr, MANX: Tt is not necessary for a person
to lay o charge at all. Tt may be that some
mun would be enraged at becoming infected
and wonid send names into the department.
1 am sure, however, that no officer, particu-
larly an officer such as the Conmnissioner of
Public Health, would, simply because he had
réveived an ungigned statement of that nat-
ure, cause the persons concerned to be ex-
amiped. I am eertain that he wonld take
every preeaution. He would caunse inquiries
to be made as to the life the person con-
eerned was leading, her social position and
whether the life she was leading was likely
to Lring her into contaet with this discase.

Hon. T’. Collier: In that ease, he must call
in the assistanve of the police.

Mr, Underwood: It only says ‘‘when the
Commissioner has reasenable ground for he-
Jieving.’”

Mr. MANX: During my period of service
as a polive officer, T ean only say my services
wiere never ealled into requisition for such
a parpose. I do not kpow what means the
Commissioner would adopt to carry out his
investigations,

Hon. P. Collier: T should think thak, as
he has noe snitable staff, he would have to
eall in the assistance of the police.

\ir, MANN: I am satisfied that the Com-
niissioner wonld make careful and disereet
inquiries,

Hon. T. Walker: That is mere supposition.

Ay, MANN: Tt is nof. It iy borne out by
facts.

Hon. T. Walker: What fuets!?

Mr. MANXN: That there have been no
complaiuts,

Hon. T. Walker: This is one of those
things that people woull not complain about
for the very shame of it
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Mce.
shame,

Hou. P. Collier: The very fa:t that a per-
son wxas suspected, would bhe sufficient to
cause him or her shame,

Mr. MAXXN: I am so convinced of the
necessity for the examination that I think
the House would be making a grave mistake
if members did not agree to re-enact the
clause. 1 am unable to see any of the dis-
advantages that the member for North-East
Fremantle has put before the House. I can-
not sce anything about the unsigned state-
ntent in the Bill. T am only able to see that
the Commissioner has to be satisfied.

Hon, T. Walker: Louk at Clause 2, At
the end of that clause there is a provision
that sets out that Scction 256 shall he

My, SPEAKER: Order! L cannot allow the
Lon, memwher to read a clanse during the
second reading debate on a Bill.

Hon. T. Walker: I am perfectly in order,
The menber for Perth says he cannot see
sueh a provision and [ draw his attention
to where it exists,

AMr. MANN: I would like to give the
House another instanee to show the nevessity
for the. retention of this elaunse. It may al-
most appear to hon. mewnbers that T am (raw-
ing the lony bow when I say that T was sum-
moned to the Perth 1'ublic Hospital and therve
saw a lady with a boy whe was 12 years of
age. The boy was snffering from syphilis
contracted in the anws. Hou. members will
probably have thought that that was impos-
sible. I questioned the lad with a view to
ascertaining the source of infeetion. T found
that his statements were too vureliable. He
names of persons who had
committed wunatural offences  uvpon him.
When I discussed the matter with his mother
she said that 1 could not believe the lad he-
cange one of the persons to whom he had re-
ferred was only two years of age when they
left the district. When I found that the first
part of his stateinent was so untrue, [ il not
place any reliance upon his statement as a
whole. I take it that the Commissioner of
Public Health would aet in a similar man-
ner. Tf he found that certain statements
were not reliable, he woull take no further
action in the matter, The Commissioner
would have to more than satisfy himself be-
fore he would ask a person to present him-
self or herself for examination. I can give
the Honse case affer ease and could speak for
over an hour giving illustrations to show the
necessity for the measure. The point, how-
ever, is: Is there any injustice likely to arise
from the application of Seetion 2562 To my
mind, there is not.

MANN: There is no gquestion of

Me. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
[6.0]: The fact that this Bill has come in
in its present form says a great deal for
the pertinacity anid persistence of some o
the officials of the Public Health Depart-
ment. There seems to be someone in that
department determined to get control of
all ihe places of entertainment in the coun-
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try disiviets, ag well as in other parts of
the State.
Hon. T. Walker: And in the towns.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That person scemsy
determined to prevent harmless amusement
from being earried on in those houses of
entertainment and public halls unless they
heve first becn registered, approved, and
inspected by someone in Perth and a heavy
fee paid. This proposal is quite a familiar
one. We have huad it before from the de-
partment, and, when we 4id bave it before,
I am pleased to say that the present Pre.
mier, the Colonial Secretary, and the Min-
ister for Agriculture, were amongst those
who ridieuled it and voted against it, and
threw it out. T hope those hon. gentlemen
will take the same aetion on this occasion
that they took then in regard to a similar
proposal,  When the member for Pilbara
(Mr. Underwood) introdueed n measure of
this kind in 1914, the Coloninl Secretary
voted te throw it out.

The Colonial Sceretury: I was not in the
House in 1918,

Mr. JOHNSTON: He was in the House
on the 16th April, 1918, and his vote is
reegorded in ‘‘lansard’’ in opposition to
the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: It is astonishing how
the officials have got hold of you now.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I will repeat to the
"Colonial Secretary what the Premier said
at that time, and T have nothing further to
say than to coufirm what be said. The
Premier said—

The work being done by the loeal
authority is to be taken over by the
central authority, or, worse still, the work
is to be duplicated.

That is what is proposed again to-day.
We have our local inspectors, and yet
under this measure it is proposed to send
out officials from Perth, at a cost of £10 a
vear, to see that the building in which the
local health inspeetor works all the time
is in a fit and proper condition. In Jhe
Narrogin Town Hall we have a qualified
henlth inspector, and yet an official is to
be sent from Perth to inspect that build-
mg,

%ﬁ‘he Coloninl Seeretaryv: Is it on Crown
land?

Mr. JOHNXSTOX: T do not know whether
the council have been given the freehold
or nof.

The Colonial Secretary; Why do you
complain about the Narrogin Town Hail
coming under the provisions of this Bill?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Because it is a town
hall. The Bill does not exempt town halls
and road board halls. It only exempts
agrieultural halls or mechanies’ institutes
or workers' halls, Private halls, road
hoard halls, town halls and churches come
under the provisions of the measure. I
object to that prineiple. If a man has
built a fine private hali at Nertham, or
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elsewhere, why should he not be allowed to
run it subject to inspection by the local
health inspector 9 There are qualified
health ingpeetors in most of these towns.
I hope the Colonial Beeretary will not
argue against the views he voted for in
company with the Premier and the Min-
ister for Agriculture in 1918,

Hon. P. Collier: Continue that argument;
it is a good one.

Myr. JOHNSTON: The Premier con-
tinued—
This duplication scems to me nnwise,

The power of the loeal anthority should
be inereased rather than decreased. Tf
the Minister says this is a tax on amuse-
ments, T say it is altogether a ridiculous
tax. ’

Hon, R. H. Underwoed: It is for the
work of inspecting halls and seceinpg that
they are kept in order,

Hon. P, Collier: He was under the infiu-
ence of the officials then.

Mr, JOHNSTON: ‘‘Hansard'’
tinues—

Hon. .J. Mitehell: The local authority
should be in every way protected and
encouraged, and should have full respon-
sibility for the management of affairs
within their boundary. Tf a hall not
ordinarily nsed for publie entertainments
is required for a dauee it will be neces.
sary to send te lerth for registration of
that hall, or if a billizrd room at Doodla-

con-

kine is to be used for a patriotic
concert, the apartment must first be
registered.
The member for Alt. Magnet altogether
opposed this elause, 1 find that it went to
a division and that amongst these who

1oted for the striking out of the seetion
were—Mr. Broun, Mr., Maley, and Mr,
Mitchell, The vote was on the particular
part of the section concerning this registra-
tion form, the paywment of a fee of £10, and
the amendment to the clanse was passed by
24 Ayes to 11 Noes. I voted with the
Colonial Seccretary on that oceasiom, and I
hope he will vote with me on this occasion,
The clause as amended was defeated by the
Committee, unanimously. I urge the Min-
ister to talke the same view now that he
took then, a view that his colleagues sup-
ported him in, and that he will not put
upon the people in the State the unneces-
sary burden of paying from £35 to £10 »
vear by way of fees to the Government

. for this inspection, merely Béeinse a hall

ia called a road board hall or a municipal
hall, instead of an agricultural hall. If an
agricultural hall is erected on Crown land
it is exempt, but if the land happens to be
freehold land, even if it belongs o some
local aunthority, under the elause T refer to,
these fees must be paid. I am sorry the
clause was introduced, ard I hope the Gov-
crument will see their way to having it
struck out.
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Mr, UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [6.7]: This
Bill contains two or three varied and very
widely removed propositions, The member
for Williams-Narrogin makes a very grave
charge against the Bill with regard to
mechanies’  institutes.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He mude a very effective
speech,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: His complaint had
reference to the buildings. The member for
North-East Fremantle {(Hon. W. C. Angwin}
spoke far some considerable time and printed
out what happencd in buman nature, and
what will continue to happen until the stars
melt away. A wise judge has referred fo the
man who fools about with women. Men are
going to fool about with women until this
planet hits the sun, and the whole lot of us
make a bit of fuel with which to light some
other part of the world. It would have heen
better to have debated both the clauses re-
ferred to by previous speakers, in Committee,
the clanse dealing with venereal disease, and
the clanse dealing with the subjeet men-
tioned by the member for Williams-Narro-
gin. 1, therefore, ask members to pass the
second reading of this Bill,

Hon, T. Walker: There is a big prineiple
invalved. -

Mr. UNDERWOOD. What principle?

Hon. T. Waiker: The priveiple of human
liberty.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The principle of
human - liberty!  There is no reason why
members cannot deal with the prineiple of
human liberty in Committee, just as readily
as it can be dealt with in the House. Human
liberty can be protected and has been pro-
tected in many ways, and there is no reason
why it should not be protected in Committee,

Hon. T. Walker: You deal with the prin-
ciplea of a Bill on the second reading.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Memberas can please

themselves, Yom ean deal with it in Com-
mittce, if you like.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Quite so. Being a

trained workman, I de not like doing things
twice over. T do not eare to do a job once
and have to do it again. If we go on with
the secomd reading, and then in Committee
have to go over the whole thing again, it is
not a pood workmanlike way of doing things.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That might apply to
all Billa. :

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Not to all.

Hon, T, Walker: Of course it does.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: This is entirely a
Committee Bill, and it would be preferable
that those who are opposing certain clauses
should denl with them in Committee. Our
objeet in pussing the second reading of the
RBill now woulld Le to deal with the various
propositions contained in it in Committee.
Sinec members, however, have taken up a
position, as they are justly entitled to do,
and are determined to debate the Bill on the
second reading, and if we are compelled to
aeeept that position, T am prepared to dis-
cuss the clavses mentioned. T listened eare-
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fully to the speech of the member for North-
East Fremantle.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not intend to
speak at great length on the second read-
ing of the Bill. 1 trust hon. members will
pass the second reading, and then we ecan
deal with the various clauses in Committee.
But let me just say a few words in reply to
the remarks of the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin). That hon.
member said a good deal of this legislation
was due to exaggeration on the part of
medical men. But that statement is totally
incorrect. Some medical men have given a
great deal of assistance towards endeavour-
ing to eradicate venereal disease, and there
has been no exaggeration whatever on their
part. The member for North-East Fremantle
further stated that this legislation had been
brought abont in this State by panic. Our
legislation, however, was introdueed when
there was no panic whatever. Tt is no pleas-
ure to me to speak, I have an aversion to
speaking, on this subject. But T have =een
the effects of vencreal disease from my boy-
hood. That is no eredit to me and no dis-
ercdit to me; but seen it I have, and T would
be less than a man did T not try to do some-
thing towards its eradication. Having
studied the snbject as far aa lics within my
seope, T have come to the conclusion that
the eradication of the disease from the
human family is possible. Tf we can eradi-
cate it, we shall have accomplished something
worth doing. The member fer North-East
Fremantle speaks of the liberty of the aub-
jeet. In that respect there is very little
difference between him and wmyself. T do
not know that he is a greater lover of lib-
erty than T am. I do not know that he would
put up any bigzer fizht for liberty than T
would. T know that neither of us
would for a single instant oppress any-
body. We  wonld not  oppress  any
human being whatsoever. PBut T think the
hos. member fails to realisec what is
sought to be achieved by this legislation.
The aim is not to take away the liberty of
anybody, but to eradivate a very rdangerous
disense. That is all we ddesire to do by thia
legislation. When the hon. member speaks
of the pani¢ of meiical men, I assure him,
and [ also assure the House, that T have
fermed my opinions not from the observa-
tions of medieal men but fromm my own per-
sonal observation. We know what the poet
says about pining away and Jdying. But, as
regards this disease, I have seen men rot away
and die, Should we not try to find 2 remedy
for a state of afiairs rendering such things
pesaible? T have previously spoken, and do
not again desire to wpeak, on the subject of
the syphilitic c¢hild. That goes. But when
onc comes to think how the disease is con-
tracted, one must bear in mind that men are
no hetter than the author of them. I sup-
pose there is not a man in this world who
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morally is any better than he ought to be;
but there are very few of us who are worse
than nature intended uws to be. Now as re-
gards the Prineipal Medieal Officer and the
proposition before us. Therc is no question
of evidence or of aeccusation, but when the
Commissioner of Public Health has reason-
able grounds ior believing, he takes steps to
do what? To cradicate disease. One may
speak as long as one pleases about false ac-
cusations and that sort of thing; but there
is no sueh thing either in the clause or in the
Bill as an accusation. The measure says,
‘“When the Prineipal Medieul Officer has rea-
sonable grounds for believing.’”’ I will not
even mextion the present Principal Medieal
Officer; but I ask, are we likely to get a
scxual maniac as Principal Modical Officer?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What reasonable
grounds wonld he expect?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Such as appealed to
his reason,

Hon. W..0. Apgwin: You know very well
what reasonable grounds he would accept.

Mr. UNDERWOOD): Since the hon. mem-
ber forces me to speak, let me say that a man
who, just for the joy of doing it, would bring
np an innocent girl or young woman and ex-
amine her

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There has been plenty

of that in England, and without reasonable
grounds.
" Mr. UNDERWOOD: I say that sueh a
man wowd be a sexval maniac. However,
what 1 want to put before the Ilouss is this:
There is uo suggestion or guestion whatever
about our present Principal Medical Officer.
But are we ever likely to get & sexmal maniae
as our Prineipal Medieal Officer? I say we
are not. We have at the present time, and 1
think we shall always have, in that position
a man desirous of eradicating disease from
among the people,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If a man is suffering
from a disease and reports that he got it
from a eertain girl, whether be got it from
her or not, that is good reason under the
clense, withont any signed statement what-
ever.

My, UNDERWOOD: To hegin with, the
man has to have the diseage. Now, he musi
have got it somewhere. He did not pick it
up on his own. The Prineipal Medical Officer
would make most eareful inguiries, prior to
taking action, with regard to the character
of the man who made the charge. Undoubt-
edly he would. He would not accept the
word of the man without ehallenge, and ho
has means for inquiring into the character
and reliability of the man.

Hon. T. Walker: What means?

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Al the means
afforded by the Government of this country.

Hon. T. Walker: No.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: Yes,

Hon. T. Walker: Specify some of them.

Mr, UNDERWQOOD: He has his health
inspectors. He can get into communieation,
if pecessary, with the Commissioner of Police.

Hon. T, Walker: Ah!

N

2051

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Does the hon. mem-
ber think that a man or a woman known to
the police to be spreading disease should not
he prevented from spreading it?  Where
does the ‘“Ah’’ eome inf

Houn. T. Walker: All right, if you are go-
ing to employ the police in the matter!

Mr. UNDEBRWOOD: No, not that; but
I say the Principal Medical Officer has, and
should have, the whole of the functions of
Govermment at hiz disposal. It is hardly
necessary to go further. into the question.
The member lor North-Fast Fremantle has
most eertainly not put up any case whatever;
he has not shown where even one person has
been deprived of liberty.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There were six per-
sons who bad to go up for examination on
the stremgth of the unsigned statement.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not know that
the results were negative.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Minister said so.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Tf the hon. member
looked into these cases he would find that the
results were not altogether negative, but
rather in the category of ‘‘not proven.’?
Suoppose these six womeu had been compulsor-
ily examined and they were not suifering
from vencreal discase and that there was no
rcason why they should have been suffering
from venereal discase, L still say, as 1 stated
on the previous oceasion, that it were better
to cxamine 50 clean women, than to bring
into the world onc syphilitic child. After all,
the worst we are trying to do to-day—if some
hon. members regard it as the *‘worst’’'—
is to wipe out a very dangerous disease,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sceond time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial See-
retary in charge of the Bill

Clause l—agreed to.

Clange 2—Continuation temporarily of See-
tion 256:

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Some hon. mem-
bers, more particularly the member for Perth,
have contended that the eclause has nothing
whatever to do with the question of the
signed statement. When the Aet was passed
in 1915 it contained these words—

Whenever the Commissioner haa reeeived
a signed statement, in which shall he set
forth the full name and address of the in-
formant, stating that any person ig-suffering
from venereal diseascs, and whenever the
Commissioner has reason to believe that
such person is suffering from sveh dis-
ease
These words wore struck out in 19418 for a
period of 12 months, and the fellowing words
wero inserted in Heu—
Whenever the Commissioner has reason to
believe that any person is suffering from
any venercal discase.
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If the Committee decide apainst the clause
now before us, the first provision which I
have read will again become the law, making
compulsory the signed statement regard-
ing information that is receirel by the Com-
missioner. Prior to 1918 a person, if anffer-
ing from this disease, could say that he got
it from a woman without piving any signed
statement ta that effect. Tt ix all very well
for hon. members to say that we have gooil
officers who may be trusted. I am not going
te deny that we have good officers. Tt is
also all very well fo say that instances can-
not be Dhronght forward to indicate where
the power has been abused. We have clear
proof, however, that the ecxisting Act has
only been wsed during the past five or six
vears with vegard to women. TUp to the
27th October, 1920, only 10 cases had been
reported under this section, and all of them
related to women. The member for Pilbara
knows full well that when a guestion is asked
in the House, it goes direct to the official
concerned and does not reach the MMinister
until the answer is put ap. In the eircum-
stances, 1 can only assume that the answer
given by the Minister to Mr. Dodd in the
Legislative Council was put up by the Com-
missioner himsclf. Tn all probability, each
woman ¢oncerned in those 40 cases was asked
to sobmit herself for medioal examination.
The women arve allowed to choose their own
maidical officers and very rightly se. Tt is
said that these women submit themselves to
examination voluntarily, Why! “When they
are served with their notice under the section
of the Health Act they are notified regard-
ing the provisions of that measure and they
know that unless they voluntarily submit
themselves, the Commissioner has power to
eail in the police to nssist him to enforve
the law. They go voluntarily so as to avoil
the indignity of arrest. Stress has been laid
on the phrase: ‘“The Commissioner has
reason to believe.’”! We know that all men
are not angels. In England many an innoeent
girl has been run in and submitted to examin-
ation beeause of such a provision.

Alr, Underwood: They never had a law
like this in England.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIXN: The member for
FPilbara contends there is no compulsion, and
that the Commissioner will only act after
he has reason to helieve that an inguiry is
necessary,  Take the ease of a man who is
suffering from venereal discases. He has a
apite against some other individual. He poes
to a doctor and when the doctor questions
him, he may give the name of that person's
danghter, if he so desires. Tn sach a ease,
has not the Commissioner reasom to believe
that the informatien i correct, seeing that
the man is suffering from the disease?

Mr. Mouney: The same contention applies
to every offtnee mnder the sun.

Ton, W, €. ANGWIN: Trobably the hon.
menther does mot desire to hear the truth,
Tn the ease T mention, the individual who
makes the report does not sign anw stato-
ment. The allegation is made confidentially
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to the Commissioner, aml no action eun be
taken subsequently if the individual has
made 2 malicions and unjust charge.

Mr. Money: You are assuming that every
man will do wrong.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: Wr must sssume
that; the power is contained in the sectiom.

Hon. T. Walker: Every law assumes that
man does wrong.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Tt is useless to say
that this is all right avd that no one would
adopt an unjust course of action in view of
the Ministerial statement regarding the six
women who have been examined. Tt is not
known generally that tn-day our sisters,
wives and daughters mavy be brought under
this clause.

Mr. Money: You are only assuming that.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I say this is not
gencrally known. The member for Bunbury
never told his constituents that sueh a pro-
vision was contained in the Health Act. Ha
knows his constituents would be up in arind
againgt it. If the clowse does not pass to-
night, what is the position! Parliament re-
alised the danger of this provision when it
was passed, T

Mr. A. Thomsgon: Ias it been ablused?

Hon, W. C. ANGWTN: 8ix women have
heen lrought under it; T do not know
whether that is abuse of the law or not. In
view of the possibility of abusge, however.
a vondition was ndded to the section making
it necessary for the clause to le re-enueted
every 10 months, From 1914 till now, it has
been found necessary to introduce legislation
to coutinue the section. [t the cianse be not
passed, cvery person who makes n charge of
this kind will have to sign it. Then, when
a false charge is made, the person charged
will be able to go to the Commissioner, provo
that he or she is ¢lean, demand the mame of
the person whe laid the charge, and fovth-
with bring an action against that person in
a court of law. We are told it is necessary
that this provision should he included: yet
the Minister tells us that under the clause
only two cases were reported last year! How-
ever, it ia the principle of the unsigued state-
ment to which T am objecting.

Mr, Underwood: There is nothing in the
Bill ahout a false charge,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: XNu, but the hon.
moember knows that if the clause he mot
passed, the provision for the signed state-
ment will ¢ome into operation, I ask hon.
members to deprive scoundrels of the oppor-
tunity for making malicious chavges.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T move in amend-
ment—

That after ‘'statutes’’ in line 5
hereby made perpetual’? e inverted.
The objeet of this is to make the elause per.
manent, Tt doees not seem right that we
slonld have to confirm it cvery year, 1 should
have preferred to move to strike out the
clanse and insert that which this House
paseed in 1016, That elause was defented
in another place, not on its merits hut as a

‘tare
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move in wretched party polities. Those who,
in another place, desired to defeat the Scad-
dan Government, defeated the clause as a
means of securing their end. Three or four
of those who voted for the rejection of the
clanse and the insertion of the subterfnge of
the signed statement are now supporting the
original clause, The desire of those in an-
other plade” who voted against thie oviginal
clnuse was, not the defence of the liberties
of the people, but the defeat of the Scaddan
Government. It is time we either struck out
this clause or made it permanent.

Point of Order.

Hon. P. Collier: On a point of order:
I submit the amendment is not in order. It
is not competent for us to legislate in per-
petuity. We cannot pass legislation which
would deprive any future Parliawent of its
right of amendment. To say that the clause
shall be enac¢ted and be perpetual, is to say
that it shall remain for all time.

Hou. T. Walker: The point is a good
one, We eannot legislate for all time,

Mr. Underwood: We have done it.

Hon, T. Walker: We eannot make a law
perpetnal. We eannot stultify future Par-
liaments., It would he reducing legislation
to an absurdity. All we can do is to pass
laws which, until amended, ghall remain in
continnity. That is the characteristic of
cvery law placed on the statute-book, unless
its duration he specifically limited.

Mr. Underwood: We have done it.

The Chairman: TPor the sake of argu-
ment, Mr. Walker, do you mean to convey
that at the next session Parliament could not
repeal that amendment?

Hon. T. Watlker: No; I mcan to say it
eonld, and that therefore the word ‘‘per-
petual’’ iz absurd. If Parliament next scs-
sion struck out the word ‘‘perpetnal,’’ it
would show low stupid we had made our-
sclves by agreeing to the amendment; and
it is against the traditions of this Chamber
that we should do anything stupid.

Mr. Underwood: The clause as it stands
is exeeedingly stopid. Every Aet of Par-
liament is amendable by Parliament. The
Leader of the Opposition says we cannot
make any law perpetual. Listen to this from
one of our Aects of Parliament: ‘‘There
shall be from heneeforth forever in the State
of Western Australia a University.”’ We
passed that, and we can repeal that.

Hon. T. Walker: Undoubtediy.

Mr. Underwood: And we can repeal this
amendment which 3 have moved. My desire
is to get this clause put into the Act as an
ordinary provision. If my meaning can be
conveyed in a better way, Tet us have it,
but T do not desire to have this provision
made permanent in the Aet.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not a question of
vour desire. Yon may desire to do many
things which are not in order.

Mr. Underwood: The hon. member might
rise to a point of order merely for the sake of
opposing me. I desire to see this provision
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made permanent, so far as any of our legis-
lation is permanent, or struck out altogether.
If members think that some word other thao
f‘permanent’’ or ‘‘perpetual’’ woud he more
appropriate, I shall be prepared to aecept it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The insertion of these
words will not repeal the provision in the Act
at the present time, and therefore there will be
ncontradiction. The present clause also stipu-
lates 2 certain date,

Hon, T. Walker: By way of personal ex-
planation, 1 wish to mention that the Act
creating the University is a -conveyance, no-
thing more or less,

The Chairman: ®Regarding the point of
otder ratsed by the Leader of the Opposition,
¢omdd mnot a similar objection be raised
against the words in the existing provision
‘ighall eontinue until the 31st December,
1521’2 QCould not Parlinment in June, 1921,
have repealed it?

Mr. Johnston: Of course, .

Hon, T. Walker: There is a difference be-
tween a limitation and an cternity. The stu-
pidity of legislating for eternity!

Mr. Money: It is providzd that the pro-
vision shall not continue longer than the 3lst
Deceiber, but Parliament has continued it.

Hon, 'I. Walker; Parliament has resuf-
rected it.

The Chairman: I rule that the Cominittee
is competent to consider the amendment us
moved by the member for Pilbara. I cannot
see that I should reject it on the point of order
raised by the Lceader of the Opposition,

Committee resumed.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following resuit:—

Ayes . .. .. 15
Noes . . .. 26
Majority against .1
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. ' Piesse
Mr. Boyland Mr. Richardson
Mra. Cowan Mr. J. M. Sinith
Mr. Davles Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrlson Mr. A. Thomsen
Mr. H. K, Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany
Mr. Maney (Teller.)
NoEs
Mr. Angwln Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Marshall
Mr. Carter Mr. MeCallum
Mr., Golller Sir James Mlitchell
Mr. Corboy Mr, Munsle
Mr. Denton Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Durack M Mr. Sampson
Mr. George Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Glbson Mr, J. Thomsen
Mr. Heron Mr, Walker
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Wilson
Mr. Johnstom Mr. Willcock
Mr. Latbam (Teller.)
Mr. Lutey



2054 [ASSEMBLY.)
Amendment thus negatived. AYES,
— Mr. Angelo Mr, Mann
M. MO_N}‘:Y' :‘[‘ move”an amendmeut—. Mr. Boyland Sir James Mitchell
That in line 6 ‘1922’ be struck out with My. Broun Mr. Money
a view to inserting ‘192477 Mrs. Cowsn Mr. Piesse
No evidence has been adduzed that the pro- Mr. Davies Mr, Richardson
vision is working injuriously; rather does the Mr. Durack Mr. J. M. Smith
evidence show that i is working well. This Mr. George Mr, Teesdale
Parliament has been recently elected and we Mr. Harrison Mr. A. Thomson
do not want to have to discuss this question Mr. Lambert M1, Underwood
each year. My amendment would Jead to the Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Mullagy
saving of time and obviate the recurrence of (Tetler.)
n discussion which is not very nice. N
Amendment put and a division ealled for. Mr. Angwin ox-:a.ur. 0. €. Maley
Mr. A. Thomson: The member for West Mr. Carter Mr. McCallum
Perth rose to speak before you rang the bella. Mr, Cotlier Mr. Munsle
. . Mr. Corboy Mr. Sampson
The CHATRMAN: T did not see her. Mr. Denton Mr. J. H. Smith
Mrs. Cowan: I was on my feet trying to Mr. Gibson . Mr, J. Thomson
cateh your eye. Mr. Heron Mr. Walker
Mr, Mann: She was standing all the time, ~ Mr. Hickmolt Mr. Willeock
Mr. Johnston Mr. Wllson
The CHAIRMAN: I did not see her, and Mr. Latham Mr. 0'Loghlen
she did not speak. It is too late for her fo Mr. Lutey (Teller.)

speak mow.

Mrs. Cowan: I did speak.
- Division resulted as follows:—
Ayes . . .. 15
Noes o .. .. 286
Majority against R |
AYES.
Mr. Angele Mr. Piesse
Mr. Boyland Mr. Richardson
Mrs. Cowan Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Davies Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. A, Thomson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany
Mr. Money {Telier.)
Nogs.
Mr. Angwlo Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Marshall
Mr. Carter Mr. McCallum
Mr. Collier Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Corboy Mp. Munsie
Mr. Denton Mr, Sampson
Mr. Durack My, J. H. Bmith
Mr. George My, J. Thomson
Mr. Gibson Mr, Walker
- Mr. Hlckmott Mr. Willeock
Mr. Johnston Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Latham {Teller)
Mr. Lutey

Amendment thus negatived.
Clanse pnt and a division taken with the

following result:—
- Ayes . ..
Noes .- ..

b2 N2
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Majority against

Clause thus negatived.

Mr. Underwood: That will do you a lot of
good.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We have protected-
the women, anyhoiv. :

Mrs. Cowan: ¥ am out to protect the women
every time, but in the right ~vay, and this will
not do it.

The CHATRMAN: Qrder!

Clanse 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—1Insertion of new Section between
Sections 144 and 148:

Mr. JOENSTON: I move an amendment—

That proposed Subsection 1 be struek
out.

The Ministar for Works: Why?

Mr. JOHNSTON: If we are going to have
the clavse at all I want o see that it i
amended so that we get the exemption that
was contained in the Act some three years
ago.

Hon, P. Collier:
out,

Mr., JOEHNSTON: To-day the exemptions
only apply to agricaltural halls, mechanies’ in-
stitutes, or workers’ halls creeted on Crown
land. My object is to cnsure that these balls
ghall be exempted as was provided three years
ago.
gIi[on. P. Collier: Take a test vote on the
proposed new Bubsection 1.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T would point out that
churches and .other buildings belonging to
religious bodies were exempt,

The Colonial Seeretary: Churches are ex-
empt now.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Secing that the clauge
we are dealing with omits any reference to
churches, I cannot accept the assuranee
that they are exempt.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I hope
the Committee will not agree fo the amend-

The whole elause will go
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ment. Members are econtinually saying
that the Government should economise, and
one of the objects of this clause is to assist
ud in doing that.

Mr. Jobunston: Put on an amusement tax,

The CGLONIAL SECRETARY: We can
hardly do that while we have the heavy
amusement tax imposed by the Federal
authorities. I deny the statement that
the clause will mean tbe employment of
other officers. Five inspectors do all the
work of the metropolitan area, the gold-
fields and the country districts. These
buildings are already inspected, and the
plans of any new building have to be sab-
mitted to the department before the build-
ings are constructed.

]_Ef]on. W. C. Angwin: And a fee has to be
aid.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: An
officer of the department has to see that
the building is safe before it is opened.
All alterations have also to be inspeected.

Hon. W. ‘C. Angwin: The underwriters
see to that. There is no necessity for these
inspections.

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: If any-
thing happens in a building the Govera-
ment are responsible.

Hon. T. Walker:
without this eclause.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, but
we cannot impose fees. Why should our
inspectors continue to do this work for
nothing? We want to impose a small fee
in order to pay for the services of our
inspectors.

Hon. T. Walker:
taxation.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
only in connection with halls. The build-
ings are mainly large ones. The inspectors
do not inspeet every hall iu every country
town, but only those which have to be
registered. When the Government attempt
to obtain revenue in a legitimate manner
without imposing any hardship on the
people they are howled down. These build-
ings are used for amusemeni purposes and
the people should pay a small tax upon
them. I am only asking for payment for
services rendered,

Hon. W, . Apngwin: There i3 no work
done.

Mr. MONEY: After hearing the remarka
of the Colonial Secretary, I am satisfled
that the fee is merely required in payment
for services rendered. There is nothing
Auggestive of the employment of further
inspectors, or of more frequent inspections,
T should like to see the fees fixed at such
a rate that they will pay for the adminis-
tration of the department. Here iz an
opportunity of helping the finances. We
are overburdened with departments.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T said definitely
juat now there is no necessity for these
inspections,

The Colonial Secretary: There is.

You can do all that

It is another form of
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Every road board,
health board and municipality employs a
certificated inspector, and the people of
the district have to pay for their servicea.

The Colonial Beeretary: Not for this
purpose.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It is the duty of
the health board to see that every place
is properly conducted. It is a waste of
money for the Goveroment to send out
wen to see whether some privy has been
properly built or not. The Health Depart-
ment knows as much about halls as halls
de about it. The Public Works Department
do the work and the Health Department
collects the fees. Cbarges are already made
for plans that are sent in for inspection.
But the full charge, meeting all expenses,
does not satisfy the Government. Every
plan of every new building has to be in-
spected, and sueh inspection has to be paid
for; and similarly in the case of any addi-
tion to an exigting building. It would be
a jolly sight better if inspection of halls
were taken away from the Health Depart-
ment, and given to the Public Works
Department, who do understand the sub-
jeet., Under this eclause a Public Health
Department inspector might go to Bunbury
to inspect a hall upon its completion, for
which a fee of £10 might be charged, and
then the inspector might never see the hall
again, though the owners of the hall would
have to pay an annual gegistration fee of
pussibly £10. The local health inspector
visits the local ball almost every day, and
vet the Minister wanty to send an inspector
from Perth to visit the hall, and wants to
charge a fee of £5 or £10 therefor, or else
charge a fee of like amount for the mers
annual registration. As regards electricity,
how long is it since the Government in-

spector inspected the electrical appliances
in public halls$ Has he done it for the
underwriters without fee? In 1913 the

underwriters had a thoroughly competent
man doing that work, which they caunsed to
be done for their own safety. Now the
Minister wants to impose a special fee
for inspection of electrical appliances. All
owners of public buildings are already” pay-
ing to the underwriters the cost of inspec-
tion of sll electric inatallations. The fees
which the Bill seeks to impose belong
really to the local aunthorities, and not to
the Government at all. Relatively to our
local authorities, our State Government are
imitating the attitude of the Common-
wealth Government towards the States:
our State Government are trying to collect
revenue in every quarter and from every
direction, and to throw all the work and
all the responsibility on the loeal authori-
ties. I hope the clauss will be struck out.

Mr. SAMPSON: Proposed Subsection 2,
in this clause, prohibits the use of any pub-
lic building as a place of entertainment
unless it is registered under the subsection;
but agricultural halls, mechanics’ institutes,
and workers’ institutes, if erected on Crown
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lands, are exempted from the fees. If the
object of the clause were to raise revenus,
there wounld be something to eommend it;
but its purpose is to ensure the safety of
thase usging publie halls, and accordingly
there is no justification for it unless all
halle are brought within its seope. Most
loeal halls are vested in the local authorities;
and so I ask, why the exempting proviso¥
In small centres of population the upkeep
of the hall is a comparatively heavy ex.
pense. If inspection is necessary in such
cages, the secretary of the local board of
bealth ean do it without fee.

Hon. T. Walker: It is part of his duty
now. °

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes; but I will admit
that it is frequently neglected. I hope the
elanse will be either smended or entirely de-
leted.

- The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The last
speaker has struck a note which will, I think,
appeal to the majority of the Committee.
That is with regard to the exemption under
proposed Subsection 2. I agree that all
public halls should be looked after in such
a way as to prevent the possibility of acci-
dents cauging death or personal injury. But
the cost of imspections made for the safety
of the public should be borne by the pro-
prietora of the buildings. ‘Halls, churches,
and other public buildings have been the
scenes of panic; and cases have been known
where the means of exit have been inade-
quate, with resvltant acdidents and even
dealths. As regards the functioms of the
Public Works Department in thig connection,
the work of my department is not to inspect
or pass a building upon completion, that
being the duty of the Health Department. I
may add that the matter has formed the
subject of discussion between the two de-
partments, of which discussion the present
arrangement is the outcome,

Amendment put and passed.

Clauee, as amended, put and negatived.
Clauses 5 to 8—agreed to.

Title:

The (CHAIRMAXN: In view of the altera-

tions made in the Bill, it will be necessary
te amend the title,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move
an amendment—

That in the Title the words ‘‘continue
the amendments enacted by Section 41 of
the Health Act Amendment Aet, 1918, and
to’’ be atruck out.

Amendment put and passed; the Title, as
amended, apreed to.

Bil! reported with amendiments, ineluding
an amendment to the Title.

BILL—3TAMP.

Returned from the Council with re-
quested amendments.
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BILL—PERTH HEBREW CONGRE-
GATIOCN LANDS,
Becond Reading.

The FREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [9.3] in moving the second read-
ing said: Hon. members will know that we
do not make grants of lands to churches in
the metropolitan area, In the earlier days,
churehes were given blocks of land. The
Perth Hebrew Congregation holds Perth
suburban lot 455, comprising a quarter of
an acre, which is sitnated at Subiaco. It is
held on a 99 years’ leass. The members
of that congregetion do not intend to build
at Subiaco. It will be remembered that the
memhers of the Hebrew congregation have
o synagogue in Perth. They desire to ob-
tain a Crown grant in order that they may
gell the Subiaeo site. It i3 intended to
expend the proceeds om the Perth synagogue.
The Bill provides for the sale or mortgage
of lands hceld by the congregation free of
any trust to which they may be subject,
At present, these grants are made subjeet
to certain trnsts. Other denominations have
the power which it is sought to extend to
the Perth Hebrew Congregation under the
Bill. We brought in a gimilar measure in
1816 avthorising the Roman Catholic Church
to do what the Hebrew Congregation desire
to do under this measure. For my part, I do
not see why these churches should have thege
grants made to them, partieularly if they
desire later on to sell the land. In this case,
however, seeing that we have already given
this authority to other churches, I suppose
no objection can be raised. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question pnt and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mz, Stubbs in the Chair;
chharge of the Bill.

Clause l-—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to sell, lease and mort-
gage lands:

Mr. MeCALLUM: Does this power apply
to the whole of the lands transferred to the
Jewish church?

The Premier: Yes, and to any land they
may huy in the future. Tt gives them power
to sell land, subject to the approval of the
Giovernor-in-Conneil.

Mr. MeCALLUM: (Can the Premier in-
form the Committee if the site where the
Fremantle synagogue was constructed still
Lelongs to the Jewish congregation, or does
it telong to the Federal Government, who
used it as part of the Fremantle base hos-
pital?

The PREMIER: If the Jewish congrega-
tion still own that site, the right to sell the
Jand will be covered by this measure subject
io the approval of the Governyr-in-Couneil.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

The Premier in



[1 DecemBER, 1921,]

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-22.
In Committee of Supply.

BResumed from the previous day; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.
Department of Railways; Hon. J. Scad-

dan, Minister.
the Estimates.)}

Vote—Railways, £2,506,342:

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [9.310] : Hon. members sre
aware that the railwaya throughout Australia
have been in trouble during the last year or
two. Each railway department in each State
has been run at s loss. In Western Austra-
lia, apart from £144,000 for sinking fund, we
lost £418,000, or a total of £558,000. In
South Australia the railway system was re-
sponsible for a loss of £561,000; in Victoria
the railways lost £651,000; in New South
Wales, £577,000, and in Queensland £1,739,
000, These losses are to some extent, and
I think to a very large extent, due to the
falling off in trade, which has resulted in
smaller activities in connection with the rail-
ways. That is the position in Western Ang-
tralia. Hon. members will understand that
there hag been a very considerable falling-off
in what is the most profitable portion of the
reilway traffie, namely, the earriage of gen-
eral merchandise. People have more or lesa
gone on sirike against purchasing more than
they are compelled to, and the result has
been disastrous to the railwaya. The tonnage
has fallen off and the running costs have in-
creased. The wages costs are considerably
more than they were, and the cost of commo-
dities necessary for the railway system bas
considerably increased. Necessary purchases
for the railway requirements are considerable.
We are constantly importing material and
parts to keep the rolling stoek in order, to
keep our tracks in order, and generally to
mainfain the system adequately. Train
mileage has not been run this year to the ex-
tent experienced in previous years, but, that
notwithstanding, the losses were, as I have
already shown, very considerable. It is an-
ticipated that there will be an improvement
this year. ATthough the figures for the first
five months do not appear to be satisfactory,
I anticipate ,that for the remainder of the
year there will be a eonsiderable increase in
traffie. 'The carnings zhould average about
£250,000 per snonth, as against £260,006 per
month for the past fivre mouths. It is always
sn with the railways and it ean easily he ac-
counted for. Our harvest is shifted during
the first six months of the year. We shall
probably have semething over 300,000 tomns
of wheat to shift, which is in itself a very
considerable item of traffic. In adadition to
wheat, there will be the other ecrops—oats,
hay, and so on. The indications, therefore,
are that the revenue will be very much bet-
ter than during the earlier portion of the
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year. It is anticipated that the revenue will
be £1,752,000 and that the expenditure will
amount to £1,388,000. I think the revenue
will be realised but there is no doubt about
the expenditure—it will be reached all right.
For the next three months, we anticipate a
surplus of £350,000 over and above the ex-
penditure, but that, of course, does not in-
¢lude interest and sinking fund. The rates
were increased some time ago but not nearly
to an extent that would cover the increased
cost of running. There, again, something
was loat, but the chief trouble has been that
we have not had the traffie. It is true that
the same c¢onditions apply all over the
States and no onme can bhe blamed here.
The Commissioner and his staff are working
bhard in their efforts to conduet our railways
as well as possible. Time and again have
I told the House that the deficit to be faced
year by year is largely due to the loss on the
railways and wholly due to the loss on pub-
lic wutilities, Those concerns providing trad-
ing conveniences for the public have brought
about the whole of the deficit, the railways
being mainly responsible, I.do not know
just how the position can. be met, It doea
happen that we have a very considerable
mileage wnder the control of the Commis-
sioner, and that of that mileage a large pro-
poertion is on the goldfields. During the past
12 months the goldfields have not been work-
ing very actively. Of course there may be
a revival at any time, but in the meantime
the railways have to anffer loss. I do not
know just how soon we can develop our prim-
ary industries sufficiently to provide the neces-
sary traffic to make the railways pay, but
1 know that the only way to get out of our
difficulties is to produee thet traffie. During
the past year we have endeavoured to in-
crease cultivation, particularly in the South-
West, The remedy is slow, but for the mom-
ent it seems to be the only one in sight. T
hope we shall be able to double our wheat
production within the next three years. This
will make a considerable difference to the
railways which, without traffic, cannot be ex-
pected to pay. An old merchant once said
to me, “*Why not cut off some of the ex-
penses when bad times come upon us?'’ We
are running a train from Perth to Albany.
That train must be run whether the traffie
be great or small. People along that line
depend on the running of trains for their
very existence,

Mr., A. Thomson: Tt is not a bad paying
line, either.

The PREMIER: It has to be rum in any
ease. 8o, too, with other railways. If the
trade iy not there, the railways canunct be
made to pay. The merchant allneded to said,
**Why not knock off some of the expenses?’?
We have considerably reduced the number
of hands employed, but that does not meet
the loss by any means.

Mr. Johnsten: That is since the end of the
financial year.

The PREMIER: Yes. It is not possible
to make both eads meet unless the people



2058

for whom the railways are intended use the
railways, If trade falls off, the railways
suffer; if people do not travel, again the
railways suffer. Tt is possible by increasing
fares and freights to make the charges so
high as to deter people from moving about.
It is pretty certain that in some districts that
has happened. Only o small percentage of
the people have to travel on business, and so
the people as a whole can cut out some of
their journeys if the fares be too high. I
doubt whether very much more can be done
by increasing fares and freights. So we
have to practice economies by cutting out
mileage and effecting all possible saving. In
addition, we must endeavour to develop
trade. I expect the imports of gooda will
tend to get back to normal very soom, and
I am told that after the new year there will
be a considerable increase in the traffic to the
goldfields. I hope so with all! my heart,

Hon. P. Collier: What is it expected to
arise from?%

The PREMIER: It is expected that the
mines will work more actively after the new
year than they are working now—not for
the reason my friend has in mind, but for
quite other reasoms. If this does happen, so
much the better for the railway system,

Hon, P, Collier: Is that a wireless from
the mission ship?

The PREMIER: Xo, it comes fiom Kal-
goorlie.

Hon, P. Collier: I thought you might have
had it from the Minister for Railways.

The PREMIER: I daresay he has been
able to get good information in regard to the
railways.

Hon. P. Collier: I believe they have a very
good system in Singaporo.

The PREMIER: Approaching £3,000,000,
the railway cxpenditure is disbursed in small
amounts, Tt it were gpent in large amounts
ong could say whether or not it eould be cut
down, The revenue is reeeived in the same
way. It is a very difficult business to man-
age, particularly when the traffic over a num-
ber of lines is very light indeed. It has been
said that the spur lines are not profitable.
I think they are, berause without them there
would be very little traffic over the main
system. By those spur lines we must de-
velop additional traffie, if the railways are
to make both ends meet. I do pot think I
can 3ay anything more about these Estimates.
I have been able to show just what the finan-
cial results for this year will be; T have
shown what the loss was last year and that
it is expected the result will be about
£195,000 better this year than it was last
year. The loss this year will he £260,000
plus £140,000 sinking fund, whereas last year
the loss was £454,000 plus £140,000 sinking
tund, If that be the result this year, 21 I
believe it will be, we ought to be satisfied,
because we shall have wiped out 50 per cent.
of the loss in one year. If the Committee
desire further information, I hope I shall be
able to supply it, although I am not inti-
mately acquainted with every detail of the
ramifications of the railways. T have bronght
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with me some information which, T expect,
members may ask for,

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) {9.22]: We
know that finance is the main thing in re-
gard to government, and that in connection
with our financial position the Premier hag
told us the railways and other public utilities
are practically responsible for our deficit.

The Premier: Are altogether reaponsible,

Mr., WILLCOCK: Apparently there is a
leakage in some portion of the railway sys-
tem, It would be well if we had a thorough
inquiry into the Railway Department, with
particular attention to freights and fares.
Some of the freights are run at a loss,
while others are fairly profitable, Pyritic
ore and several other things used in
the manufacture of fertilisers, and even
fertiligers and super and wheat and many
other agricultural and mining produects, are
carried at a loss, While I, with most other
members, am in sympathy with the giving
of every encouragement to primary induos-
tries by means of cheap railway freights,
it is useless to blame the administration of
the railways for running the system at a
losa when we know that deliberately a
large proportion of the freight is being
carried at a loss. Tt would be well if the
Committee got right down to business and
found out what freight is profitable and
what unprofitable; and, having ascertained
what freight is showing a loss, it would be
up to us to consider whether it was worth
while perpetuating it. A lot of agriecultural
produets are being carried at a loss, If
we continue this policy we shall land our-
sclves in the bankruptey court and the
State will be stone broke,

Mr. A. Thomson: We are pretty well
stone broke now.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort!

Mr, WILLCOCK : I do mnot believe in
erying stinking fish, but I think the Gov-
ernment recognise the faet that our finan-
cial position is very serions. So often has
this been said in the House that it is in
danger of becoming a platitude; still, the
position has to be faced, As the Railway
Department is largely responsible for it, it
is about time we determined where the
trouble lies, I suggest that the department
go into the question of freights and tell
the House which are profitable and which
unprofitable. The Committee could then
consider whether we are to go on allowing
certain classes of freights to be carried at
unprofitable rates. If we desire to continue
to subsidise the agricultural industry, let
us do it by a straight out method, and not
cast the whole of the burden on the rail-
ways. With the member for South Fl_'e-
mantle (Mr. MecCallum) T was on the dis-
putea committee which had the bandling
of the railway strike at the beginning of
the year. I say unhesitatingly that the
settlement of that trouble, and the events
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which followed, revealed the most flagrant
breach of the word of a public man which,
I have ever known. We were given to
understand that ecertain conditions would
operate if a settlement were effected.

The Premier: They were written down,
so there should have been no misunder-
standing.

Mr, WILLCOCK: If a man states in
writing that he is going to recognise over-
time apd night shift by extra payments, it
i3 not homest for him to get out of it by
saying ‘“We are paying them already.’’
If any industrial trouble arises in the
future, the railway men will not take any
notice of the word of the publie man with
whom they have to negotiate. I do not
blame the Commissioner, because through-
out the industrinl trouble he showed bim-
self bereft of the' faculty of pegotiation.
He displayed no spirit of compromise; he
did not in any way assizst to bring about
the settlement. He may be all right as a
railway man—I have no wish to criticise
bhim in that regard just mow—but I con-
fidently say that in negotiating am indus-
trial dispute, the Commissioner is the right
man in the wrong plaece,

The Premier: Better than being the
wrong man in the right place,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Certainly he was the
wrong man to occupy that position and
endeavour to cffect the settlement of an
industrial dispute. Apparently, even the
Government saw that be wyas incapable, for
they beeame parties to the dispute and to
the agreemeut which was subsequently dis-
. honoured.

The Premier: It has not been dis-
honoured.
Mr, WILLCOCK : If the Government

thought that the written agreement did not
provide for extra payment, I do not know
what the’ last four or five hours haggling
was all about. It was reasonablle to assume
that there was something in the settlement
on which Cabinet could not agree. There
would have been no Qifticulty in their
coming to an agreement if all of the Min-
isters considered the settlement was the
ong on which they had decided. T have
spoken to people who were associated with
both parties in this dispute. The mediatory
committee 2all unhesitatingly affirm that
they believed the settlement was that there
should be extm payment for night work
and overtime. I hope there will be no more
industrial trouble in conmnection with the
railwaya but, if there is, it will be ever so
mueh more bitter than on the last cccasion.
The men have done what they thought they
undertook to do. They carried out their
duties to the last minute before ceasing
work; they put everything away so that
when the trouble ended there would be no
difficulty again in getting the wheels of
industry started. I cannot say the same
for the Government, It is the most flagrant
breach of the word of a public man of
which I know, ’
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The Premier: I do not think you are
entitled to say that. The dispute was sub-
mitted to an unirammelled court.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Quite so, with certain
defipite principles recognised, So far as I
could uaderstand the settlement, and I, was
there most of the time, éxtra payment for
night work and overtime having besn
agreed upon, the court bad to decide what
the extra payment should. be.

The Premier: It was not agreed to at all.
The court had to decide that guestion.

Mr. WILLCOCK; Then why did the men
go out on strike? They could have had a
settlement on those terms on the first day.
I bave not a copy of the ‘Daily Newa’’
with me, but an editorial published at the
time showed that they were under no mis-
apprchension as to the position and as to
what the Governmmeat actvally did.

The Premier: ¥You know what you did; .
you signed the agreement,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Public ¢pinion consid-
ercd that the Government, after not agree-
ing in the first place, had eventually agreed
to the principle of extra payment for over-
time and night work., Tho principal business
of the railways during the laat five or six
months has been that of retrenching some
men and transferring othera all over the ays-
tem. Men have been transferred for a week
or two and then returned to their original
stations. There has been a sort of triangu-
lar gwapping geoing on all round swithout
making any real difference.

Mr. Teesdale: Anything bat discharging
men, They have been doing their best to
find work,

Mr, WILLCOCK: If one man goes from
Perth to Kalgoorlie, another from Kalgoorlie
to Albany, and another from Albany to
Perth, there ace still three men as before
occupying similar positions, One man was
transferred from Geraldton to Perth and
when he reported, he was asked why he had
come to Perth. He stated that he had been
transferred by the officer in charge, and the
reply he received was, ‘‘Yon had better go
back to Geraldtor; we have no work for
you here.”” While retrenchment has been
the order of the day with regard to the
wages men, extra men have been added to the
supervisory staff,

Hon. P. Collier: Increased wholesale.

The Premier: They are the same men.

Mr. WILLCOCK; No, different positions
werc created. Men oceupying subordinate
positions have been placed in charge of dis-
trieta and given a rise in salary. ' New offices
have been ereated. It is impessible to take
a man from a subordinate position in Perth
and create a supervisory office for him in
Bunbury without giving him a ataff of two,
three, or four clerks to carry ont the duties.
That is what occu-red in connection with
the engineers for the ways and works. A
pew eppineer’s office was established at Bun-
bury and also one at Northam.

The Premier: When was an engineer’s
office started at Northamt
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Mr, WILLCOCK:
15 months,

The Premier: Whe ix the engineer?

Mr, WILLCOCK: I am not sure about an
engineer being sent to Noitham, but there
was a traffic superintendent and a listriet
superintendent. The creation of extra office
staffs and the rises given to these men have
increased the cost of supervision over what it
was before.  Some people think that extra
supervision is absolutely necessary. T say
on belzlf of the railway men thut they do
not want all this snpervision. Most of tho
men know their joh, and most of them do it
whether they are supervised or not. Tt is
ridiculons to keen on creating positions for
the supervision of men who thoronghly un-
derstand and are capable of doing their
work, and who really do their work. Tf the
happenings of the last two years continue,
we will soon bave one hoss to every man,
If, with the creation of this extra super-
vision, the system was paying better or giv-
ing better results, there might he some justi-
fieation for it, hut while the staff is being
augmented in this way, the position of the
railways is becoming worse. Anyone who
understands human watore knows that, if a
lioss is standing over a man all the time, he
will work well while the hoss is there, but
not when he has gone.

The Minister for Works: That is what
they call evening up.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If one has confilence in
a man and tells him to do a certain job,
he witl do it with comparatively little super-
vision. Extra advisory staff have been ap-
peinted in conoeetion with the northern
distriet railways, A portion of the rail-
way administration which comes under my
notice iz that Detween Geraldton and
Walkaway. [f anyone wished to See a
modern darktown railway in operation, 1
would commend him to this seetion. We
have a through train from Geraldion to
Terth and that train does all the shuut-
inz on the earlier stages of the journev,
The mnext day o train  engaged on a
purely loeal serviee from Geruldten to
Walkaway runs through at express speed.
The same thing applies to trains running
from Perth to Geraldton. The train which
arrives at Walkaway at 10 pm. on Wedney-
day has to shunt all the way thence to Ger-
aldton; this, after 15 or 16 hours of truvel-
ling, On the Tnoesday, however, the purely
Iocal train runs through at express speed.

The Mininter for Works: Rlame the trans-
port: not the general manager.

AMr. WILLCOCOK: The general manager is
supposed to supervise the transport as weil
as other branches of the gervice.  These
things are brought under the notice of the
responsible heads. The express runs shonld
he done by the long-distance train and the
roadside work by the purely local train. T
wish now to refer to the disturbance in the
upper circles of railway officialdom with re-
gard to the appointment of Mi, Gallagher,
T hold no brief for Mr. Gallagher, neither do

Within the last 12 or
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T hold a brief for Mr, Shillington, Lut T
know that there has apparently been a Press
campaign carried out on behalf of Mr, Shil-
lington. A leading artiele appeared in the
‘*woest Australian’’ obviously inspired in hix
favour. Turing the next few days 20 or 30
letters over surh pseudonyms as ‘¢ Obser-
ver,”’ ‘‘Looker-on,”” and ‘‘Traveller,”’ ap-
peared, boosting up Mr. Shillington at the
expense of Mr. Gallagher.  Apparently, all
were written Dby the same individual, be-
canse the phraseology was similar in most
iustanees, and even the sentiments expressed
were to a great extent similar. It is the Com-
missioner's job to pick out the man eapable
of giving the best service and, while it
might be «n principle under ordinary
eircumstances, that the man in a certain
position should be the next on the list for
promotion, if the Commissioner eonsiders him
unsuitable for the job, he should be allowed
to exercise his diseretion. Apparently Mr.
Shillington wants to put the Commissioner
in the position of saying he is nn absolute
dud from a railway point of view, or elsc
that he is to be put over the head of an
officer whom the Commissioner considers to
be a better man for the position. I have
sufficient confidence in the Commissioner to
believe that he is endeavouring to do what is
Lbest in the interests of the Railway Depart-
ment, Turing last year, applications were
invited throughout the Commonwealth for
draftsman for serviee in the Railway De-
partment. When the Commissioner was be-
ing appointed to his position, T gave him
what little support T could, hecause T recng-
nised that he wa< a West Australiun who
had had considerable experience of our rail-
ways and who, if le possessed nny braing,
should be in a hetter position than an out-
sider to run our railwavs. However, we find
that for this job of draftsinan, applientions
were called all over Australia, 1id oripin-
ally the salary offered was £382. TFour or
five applications were submitted. The papers
have heen laid on the Table of the Legisla-
tive Council, and, being curious as to who
the applicants were, I have looksd through
the papers. I do not knew any of the ap-
plicants and have uot heard of anv of them
bhefore, bhut if T were asked to pick out a
snitable man T «honld say that the applicant
Kirkbride appears to pessess all the neces-
sary qualifieations. He was trained in the
Western Australian workshops and has done
excellent service in the Commonwenlth Rajlway
Department T was ‘unable te find on the
file anything to the detriment of this .appli-
cant., He served his time in the shops for
five years, supervised the construction of the
Royal car and ecarried out other jobs sue-
cessfullv. T de not know why he was turmed
down, but apparently it was decided to get a
man from England. When applications were
called for in Eugland another £70 was added
to the salary, second class fare for the ap-
plicant was guaranteed, three years of sor-
vice, and half pay while travelling, and then
a tise at the end of three years, all of which
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would amoont to a difference of about £125
a vear. If the Government had been pre-
pared to advertise the position at that figure
in the firat place they would probably have
hadl more applicants and have found some-
one in Australia to £Il the job, even if the
man I have mentioned had been turned down,
as was the ease, for no partieular reason. Tt
does not say much for the training at the
Midiand Junection workshops that when a
job is offered in the department a man who
has served his time in the way I bave indi-
cated is turned down without any excuse
whatever, Last year the report of the Rail-
way Commissioner contained a defipite ex-
pression of opinion with regard to the 44
hours® prineiple. During .the discussion on
Iact vear’s Estimates I said T did not think
the Commissioner was justified in making the
statement that the introduction of that prin-
cipte had worked detrimentally to the service.
He qualified that statement subsequently by
saying he had not sufficient data to go upon,
but his original statement went forth to the
world while the qualification was suppressed.
The Commissioner supervises two or three
thousand men, and when fhe principle was
introduced he said definitely that so far as
his opinion went it would resolve itself into
an cqual reduetion in the work. I proved to
my own satisfaetion at all events, end to the
satisfaction of many other members, that the
statement was not corrcet.

Hon, P. Collier: He said it had not been
in operation long enough to enable him to
judge.

Mr. WILLCGCK: The faet that he had
pronounced judgment along these lines was
sent alt over the States, but his admission
that he had not sufficient fime in which to
judge was suppressed.

Hon., P. Collier: . It cerfainly was.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Commissioner gave
a general condemnation of the principle, on
admittedly insufficient data. After he had
the opportunity of gathering the necessary
data one would have thought he would have
ventured to express some opinion on the
question in his aonual report. The first thing
I logked for in the report was zuch an ex-
pression of opinion, to sce whether he would
make some authoritative statement npon this
prineiple, but the report preserved a stifl and
stony silenece upon the whole matter,

Mr, Mann: You do not think
means consent?

Hon. P. Collier:
it up.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T should say that when
a man expresses an opinion without the
negessary data, and subsequently obtains the
neccssary data, but is afraid to alter his
opinion, there is only one inference to be
drawn,

Hon. P. Collier:
port his statement.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The inaccuracy of the
statement was proved by the amount of work
that was done. I tried to find out from the
report the number of men working this year

silence

He should have followed

That it would not sup-
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compared with the number working last
year and the amount of work done in
each ecase, but I could not arrive at
the information. The only figures avail-
able in the report refer to the nuom-
ber of men on the job on the 30th June.
T suppose the whole thing is averaged
out. I find from the report that in the work-
shops, the number of fitters employed in 1920
was 223, and in 1921 it was 261. There were
about 20 per cent. more men doing fitting than
in the previous year. The report states that
the repairs were well done, and the engines
were thoroughly overhavled, and that the
volume of work had inereased 40 per cent,
although the percentage of men had only in-
creased by 20. When engines are thoroughly
overhauled it means that as wuch work as is
neeessary has been done. There were about
6 por cent, more boilers employed in the latter

year, and 1% per cent. more work
was deme in the way of thoroughly
overhauling  beilers. The same thing
is shown right through the report.

There were 15 per cent. more painters em-
ployed and there was about the same pereent-
age increase in the work dene, In other cases
we find a similar result, notwithstanding the
fact that during the former year 5ix months
work was done on the 48 hour prineiple and
six months on the 44, and that for the whole
of the last year the work. was done under the
44 honrs prineiple. The Commissioner shonld
have given us an expression of opinion upon
data which could have been cheecked. Why
did he express an opinion last year on this
subjeet if he did nol mean to follow it up? It
is the opinion in the department that as much
work, if not more, has been don:» nnder the 44
hours prineiple than was done Dbefore. No
doubt the Commissioner nnd some of his
officers will say that the supervision was
better, or that the work of the heads of the
department was better. It was a strange
thing that in tliose branches where better
work is being done no extra saupervision has
been given, T am glad the Commissioner has
recognised that the permanent way is in a
had state of repair. In 1902 one man was
cwmployed for every two miles of rnilway, and
the position gradually became worse until last
vear there was only one man employed on the
permanent way to every four miles of rail-
way. It has been the policy right through,
when it was necessary to reduce expenditure,
to put off a few navviea.

The Premier: We have pot on a lot.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt is just as well this
has been done. T am glad the Commissioner
has recognised that he went below the safety
point in regard to the permanent way. Every
traveller on our railways must wonder whether
he will reach his destination alive or not.
The oscillation of the goldfields train is tre-
mendous.

Hon, P, Collier: Yes, cspecially when com-
ing through the hills.

Mr, WILLCOCK: On the Wongan Hills
line, also, one receives many severe bumps,
and if it were not for the straps on the top
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berth people might sometimes be rocked out of
it. The Commissioner has pnt on more men
now than he had Jast year. I hope this poliey
of whittling down the expenditure upon the
permanent way will not be continued when
any scheme of retrenchimment comes before the
department. The use of petrol-driven cars for
taking men to and from their werk on the
permanent way is of eonsiderable benefit to
the department. The men reach their johs
fresh, and the labourers do wmore work than
they did when they had to push the Kala-
mazoo, ax it way called, 15 miles against a
head wind, Wher a wan has finished his
day's work—he is allowed to knock off an
hour and a half before time at the cxpense of
the department to pump the trolly home—he
is not able to do a full day’s work, but if
he were given the opportunity of reaching his
work and coming home from it on one of these
petrol-driven cars the department would de-
rive mueh benefit, as well as the man himself,
I hove the Premier will sce the wisdom of
suggesting to the Commissioner that he should
make a thorough investigation inte the rates,
and let us know definitely where the losses
oceur. If chaff is being carried too cheaply
we ghould be informed. We know that wheat
iz being carried under cost.

The Premicr: We do not know that.
not the ease.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is carried at a chenper
rate than the average rate. TEvery single
item of freight appears to be ecarried at a
different rate. The rate book is a weird and
wonderful document, and reeentlv it was em-
bedied in a special issue of the ‘‘Govern-
ment Gazette,”’ comprising several scores of
pages. I do not know why it costs more
to carry one kind of freight than it does to
carry another. T think one of the reasons
why there is such a big deficit on the rail-
ways is that the freights are imposed under
a wrong system.

Mr. Johnston:
flat rate, are yout

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, but T would not
have a dozen clerka continually making alter-
ations to the rate book. Alterations are made
every two or thres weeks on different classes
of traffic. Some of the freight is nndoubtedly
carried at a loss, while other classes of freight
are earried at a handsome profit.

The Premier: Bome of the lines are work-
ing at a loss.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Some traMie is carried
too cheavly from the railway point of view.
It we like to carry wheat at a loss, as an
ineentive to the wheat producer, and so as to
make the industry a pavable one. that is our
responsibility, but it shonld not he a dehit to
the railwav administration. If we subsidise
the agricultoral industry to the extent of
£150.000 3 vear, as T think we do in the
carriade of agrienltural products, it is just as
well for us to know. If this is going to land
us in insolvenev and we permit it with our
eves open, we have only onvselves to dblame,
but if the information i3 withheld from us,
we have no meane of forming an opinion on

1t is

You are not advoeating a
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the question. 1 hope that instructions will be
given to the Railway Department to prepare
a traffie list and a list of rates charged, so
that when these Estimates come before us next
year we shall know exaetly what freights are
paying and what freights are not paying.
Then we shall be able to give an expression of
opinion as to whether non-paying freights
ahall be econtinned.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [10.1]: I
shall not offer o very ¢lose eriticism of these
istimates. The reception of my very kindly
eritivism of another vote last nmiglit was such
as to make we feel somewhat discourared.

Mr, Corboy: You will be more discouraged
in two yeara’' time.

Capt. CARTER: T wish the Premier had
been present last night; I am sure he would
have protected me. Passing from one vote
to another, we new members are beginning
to realise the uselessness of  running our
heads against a stone wall We all
have pet idens of our own; we all
have just one scheme which is going
to bring the millenninom a vear or two
nearer; andl we all believe, or used to Le-
lieve, that we could wipe ont the deficit.
But, when it comes down to hard tin-tacks,
most of us recopnise the difficuities up
against which the Government are standing
to-day. In the case of these Estimates,
T shall content myself with pointing out one
striking anomaly existing in railway working
to-day. I refer to the allotment of ro'ling
sloeck for the carriage of live stoek. What
amounts practically to a monopoly haa grown
up in this conneetion. On certain days of
the week private owners of stock cannot ret
a single truek for the purpose of carrying
their stock to the Midland Junection market.

Hon. P. Collier: The department work in
with the ring so as to keep up the priee.

Capt, CARTER: I bhave here a quotation
from the *‘*West Australian’' of the 20th
November, giving a report of the railway
case in the Arbitration Court. T have not
seen the official shorthand-writer's transeript
of the proceedings; but T take it the ¢ West
Avatralian’' report, which is the only one
available to wme, is correct, inasmuch as it
has not been denied—

In the Arbitration Court yesterdavy an
officin]l of the Railway Department, when
giving evidence on behalf of the Commis-
sioner, during the hearing of the case now
before the court, said, in answer to Mr.
Haynes (conducting the union ease). that
trucks for the carriage of stock to Midlanad
Junction stock sale yards were issued only
to recognised stock aments,

The President (Mr. Justive Draper):
But von are common carriers?

Witness: Yes.

Mr. Poynton (for the Commissioner of
Railways): The department is not under
any obliration to supply trucks.

The President: Tf the witness is correct
in his answer that the Commissioner of
Railways would refuse to accept an order
from a private individual for the carriage
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of stock to the Midlawml sale yards, it
creates rather an extraordinary position.
Mr. Poynton: The department possesses
only a ecertain amount of rolling stock, and
that is reserved tor the use of certain
recognised traders for the sale yards.

On this question 1 am not out to particularise
individvals; I care not who the agents are.
I am out to comdemn the system which .is
operating through the Railway Depart-
ment.  These railways of ours are the
property of the citizens at large, us much so
as any other State possession. The citizens
are mutual owners of our railway system, and
they have every right to use that system, and
they should be given cvery consideration, ir-
respeetive of their position in the commer-
cial world or in the farming world. At pre-
sent, it seems, growers in certain parts of
this State cdnnot place their 'stoek on the
market to advantage as compared with cer-
tain recogmised stock agents, who are ab-
sorbing all the rolling stock. It means that
if these other growers wish to place their
stock on the market at Midland Junctiou on
Wednesday, they are obliged to truck it a
day or two earlier than is neecssary. Only
in this way ecan they put their stock in the
ting on the zame day os those registered
apents put theirs there.

Mr. Willeock: The private growers would
not be supplied with the trucks in any ease,
uiless ordering through an agent.

Capt. CARTER: I know uothing of that.

Mr. Willeoek: That is the fact.

Capt. CARTER: I understand that the
growers ean pet trucks on certain days; but
the main fact before me is that on days when
earringe is taking place for the sale at the
yvards on the mext day, these growers cannot
get trueks. That faet was admitted by the
representatives of the Commissioner of Rail-
wavs in the Arbitration Court.

Hon. P. Collier; Yes, the department ad-
it it; they eall it ©* stabilising the market.?’

Capt. CARTER: The position appears to
me to amount to a pandering to market rig-
ging, if it is not a deliberate——o

Hon, P. Collier: Conspiraey!

Capt. CARTER: Censpiracy, and an aid
to market rigging!

Mr. Money: It is to prevent a searcity of
stock, or a glut of stoek.

Mr. Corboy: It is to create an artificial
seareity!

Capt. CARTER: Whatever the explana-
tion may be, the position is that certain re-

. cognised ageuts, as i8 admitted by the repre.

sentative of the Commissioner of Railways
in a public court, can place so much stoek
on the market as suits their own book, just
s0 much and no more. That system plays
wp to market rigging. That natarally in-
creases the cost of living.

The Premier: How is it sheep are so very
cheap? .

Capt. CARTER: TFor the simple reason
that at certain seasons of the year sheep
have got to come on the market, a fact as
well known to the Premier as it is to me,
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The effect of so many sheep going on the
market ig, naturally, to bring down the price
of sheep.

Mr. Money: The other day I saw catile
sold for the eost of freight.

Capt. CARTER: That bhelps to sup-
port the case 1 am putting op. If
cattle are being sold for the cost of their
carriage, or whatever the price may be, it
simply proves that there must be some mid-
dlemen’s ring getting between the consumer
aml the producer, because the producer is not
getting a fair priece for his beasts, while the
consuier is paying too much for his meat,
The system is anomalows and wrong, andd
lcads to market rigging, which leads to in-
creased cost of living, with resultant wide-
spread diseontent and industrial unrest, I am
spenking in the interests of the producer,
and in those of the consumer, and in those of
the revenue of the Railway Department. Tf
the department deliberately limit the supply
of volling stock on certain days, or on 2ll
days, as suggested by the Leader of the Op-
position—who should know—then they are
denying to themselves certain revenue; and
that is wrong from the financial point of
view and from cvery commercial point of
view. I felt that T had to make this protest,
in view of the statements made in a public
court by an aceredited representative of the
Commissioner of Railways—statements which
have not heen followed by the prompt dis-
claimer that T auticipated. Another report
of proceedings in the same place states—

The President: ['m surprised that ne
one has brought an aeclion against the de-
parfment,

- Mr. Paynton: No private person can

obtain trueks to bring stock in on Mon-

day or Tuesday nights and there is a very
gond veason for it
The President: Tt looks very much like

a close corner hetween the metropolitian

suleg operators and the Commissioner for

Railways.

Mr, Poynton: T think Youvr Honour is
under a misapprehension.
The President: I hope T am, but I know
that complaints have been made.
Again, those statements have not been denied
or disproved. They indicatc that there is
something very loose in the administration of
the Railway Department, and something very
much wrong with the leadership of the de-
partment.

The Premier: But that position has existed
for years.

Mr. Corboy: That does not make it right.

Capt. CARTER: I do hope the Premier
will he able to give the Committee, by way of
reply to the case I have put up, something
more substantial than an instanee or two of
sales of stock at low prices.

Alrs. COWAN (West Perth) [10.11]: It
seems to me that the poliey of management
of the Railway ‘Department is rather ex-
traordinary in some respects. T do not
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know whether the atteption of the Premier
has yet becn drawn to a matter which was
brought under my notice, and. to which I
was asked to draw the attention of Parlia-
ment when the opportunity offered. T
quote from the repurt of a recent interview
between the (‘ommissioner of Railways aud
representatives of the railway union—

Theugh various regulations and pension
Acts preseribe the age of retirement
from Government services, usually 60
vears, and compulsory at 63, it has re-
mained for the Chief Mechanical Engi-
neer to create un  innovation whereby
men over 43 years of age were considered
as unsnitable for a certain position, As
such a proposal wounld have far-reaching
effeet, the joint rajlway unions teok
the question up and interviewed the Com-
missioner of Railways.

1t the Railway Department, in its dealings
with its officers, lays it down as a principle
that no onc shall be promoted beyond the
age of 43 vears, the result must be most
discouraging to officers of middle age. T
am surprised to think it possible that this
should he the policy of our Government—I
presume the Commissioner of Railways is
carrving out the policy of the Government,
The (‘ommissioner is reported as having
stated to the deputation—

After all, it is giving an opportunity
to the younger wen, which they do not
always get. and it counterbalances the
few elderly men’s dissatisfaction, I
shonld have thought you wonld welcome
it,

Mr. Kenafick: They are very dissatis-
fied, beranse these men will be passed
over in favour of a man thev have been
previously dirveting, and on top of that
there will he the general application of
the prineipie throughout the shop that
the men will view with alarm.

Mr. Kenncally: The head of the branch
admitted they were qualified.

The (ommissioner: They were quali-
fied, but too old.

Mr. Kenneallv: Two are 58,

The Commissioner: They are over 58.

Mr, Kenneally: Suppose they were 46,
vou would pass them over.

The Commissioner: That
bhave to draw the line.

We cannot expect a econtented serviee
doing its very best in middle life if officers
are to be passed over at the age of 435 for
any promotion coming along.

Hon. P. Collier: The Commissioner would
not have got his own job if 45 had been
the limit.

Mrs, COWAN: No; in that case we
would not have the present Commissioner.
There is another anomaly to which T wish
to draw atfention, as regards clerical
cadets. The standard in the past has beer,
T beiieve, the seventh standard of the Gev-
ernment schools, which is a good enough
standard for all ovdivary purposes, especi-
ally at the present time, when many people

is sp; you
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are unable to send their sons to the uni-
versity. They would got be able to do this
even if it remained free. Now, howerver,
the standard set up by the Railway De-
partment is that of the Junier University
examination, That seems to me a distinet
Lardship and hindrance to the many people
who are debarred from sending their sons
to' the University, certainly now that fees
are to be impoged. The handieap is an
unfair oune, and surely it does not represent
the policy of the Government. Those are
the two matters to which I wish to draw
the attention of the Government. 1 have
no personal concern regarding the cases
of Mr. Shillington and Mr. Gallagher; but
I certainly believe, and so do many right-
thinking people, that it is a great mistake to
keep a man in a position for 14 years, and .
then, if he ig not fit for it, te pass him from
that position to a higher one, superseding the
man whoe has been qualifying and must be
competent, otherwise he wounld not have been
all those vears filling the position of SBuper-
intendent of Trangport. These unjust things
lead to unrest and dissatisfaction and cannot
be beneficial to the public interests. Why was
Mr. Gullagher not shifted long ago? My
Shillington has, been in his position for some
14 years. Mr. Gallagher was 14 vears in his
position.  Why wus he not promoted long

before, if it was right to promote
him over the heads of men who  had
been qualifying for that partienlar posi-

tion, The Government o net seem to
realise the poliey that has been followed
in the Railway Department. 1t is possible
that a little more interest should be taken
in this matter, Bven if the Commiasioner
has the absolute powers indieated, and he
cannot he removed from office for a period
of seven years, it is reusonable to suppose
that the policy of the Government could
be indicated to him and an intimation cou-
veyed te him that it wns not being
observed. I want te point oot these anoma-
lies and ask if it is any wonder that we
have unrest and dissatisfaction in the Rail-
way Department, if sueh is the attitude
taken up by the man who is ai the head
of the serviee.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [10.17): T-wish
to draw the attention of the Committee to
one or fwo aspeets of the railway adminis-
tration at the present time. In the first
place, it seems to me that those in eentrol
of the railway administration, and partien-
larly the Commissioner, hecause he is at
least mominally in control, appear to have
become panic stricken. They are adopting
all sorts of palliative remeddies whivh eannot
be expected to remove the troubles, To add
a shilling to the monthly ticketa in order
to stop the drift in the railway finances, ia
a ridiculons idea. In the absence of the
Minigter for Raiways, I want to remind
the Premier of a promise which was made
during the early stages of the present ses-
sion. When the member for West Perth
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(Mrs. Cowan) was speaking on the Address-
in-reply, she referred to the charges levied
in connection witly the carriage of perambu-
lators. The Minister for Railways promised
that those rates would be immediately re-
wmoved.

Mra. Cowan: They have been redneed by
a half.

Mr. CORBOY: They have not been re-
duced- I paid the same amount on my
““pram’’ last week, It cost me a shilling as
usual, so 1 know what I am talking about.
The Minister promised he would immediately
remove that charge, and that promise is on
record in ‘*Ilansard.’” In spite of that pro-
mige, the charge is still being levied.

The Premier: What about a *‘pram’?
built for two?

Mr. CORBOY: [ think you should subsi-
dise the poor beggar of @ woman who has
to” push it.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear!

- Mr. CORBOY: I draw the attention of the
Premier to this matter in puorely friendly
spirit because in view of the definite pro-
mise made by the Minister., I am sure it
has bheen overlooked. To require me to pay
a shilling every time I want to bring my
“rpram’? into town is a bit too hot. As
to the question of retrenchment in the rail-
ways, I will not deny that some of the men
who have been dismissed ean be dene with-
out, but I feel that in some instances the
retrenchment has not been in the best in-
térests of the railway service. In almost
every instance those who have been dis-
missed have been wages men. Deeanse of
the difficulty in getting rid of men on the
clerical staff, they are kept on. In reply to
a question L. put to the Minister o few weeks
ago, I was told that during the last finaneial
year the percentage inerecase of the wages
staff and of the mileage run were approxi-
mately the same. The percentage inerease
of the salaried staff was approximately 2
per eent. higher than the other percentages.
When retrenchment is enforced, we find that
the retrenchment takes place among the
wages men but it does not affect the sal-
aried staff. As the result of this policy, it
iy amusing to wateh the way the traffic is
handled at the Southern Cross railway sta-
tion. They have done away with the plat-
form porter there, but they have kept on a

goods porter in the goods shed, and
they have the same salaricd staff as
before. As the result of the retrench-

ment, we see the station master, who is paid
a salary to carry out the duties of a station
master, running along the platform with a
barrow load of goods.

Mr. Money: I have seer a Commissioner
do that.

Mr. Willeock. He could be better oceu-
pied than doing that.

Mr. CORBOY: BSomething of the same
sort may have been said regarding a pre-
vious Commissioner. In any case, the posi-
tion at Southern Cross is really amusing.
The signal box is perched as high as the
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eeiling of this Chamber. When a goeds train
arrives during the middle of the night, the
station master has to do the shunting, He
has to shunt a treck and then run up the
flight of steps to the high-perched signal
box auc alter the points. Then he runs
down and shunts another truck, after which
he has to again run up the steps to the
signal box and shift the points. So it goes
on until the work is done. This means that
it practically takes threce hours to get a
goods train into and out of the Southern
Cross station, In order to save a -porter’s
wages, the department keep a fireman and
a driver waiting in the yard for 2% hours
longer than should be necessary.

The Minister for Works: Is the Southern
Cross station fitted with the interlocking
gear )

Mr. CORBOY: [ am not sufficiently ac-
quainted with railway working to know if
that is so, but the point is that the station
master has te earry on as I have deseribed.

The Premicr: Toes he drive the engine,
too?

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister for Works
can appreciate how ridieculous this pesition
really is, and it is the more ridicvlous when
it is realised that this is the result of sav-
ing o porter’s wages. As n matter of faet,
the department actnally lose money by rea-
son of these procecedings. Apart from this,
however, when the goeds trainm is out of
the road, the station master has to work for
three hours as hard as he can to get the
goods off the platform ard into the parcels
office, so that the express train may pass
through. It is ridiculons for the départ-
ment to work along these lines. It can be
readily appreciated that this sort of re-
trenchment is not economy at all, for it
costs more to do the work to-day than when
they had the porter. At the present time,
there are four salaried officers at that sta-
tion. ‘There is the station master and three
assistant  statiod masters, including, of
course, the night station master. It should
be possible to find work for at least two of
those salaried officers in some other part of
the railway system, where they would be at
least carning their salaries. If that were
done, a porter could he reappointed to
Southern Cross.

The Minister for Works: Do you not know
that since the eight hours system was applied
te station masters, they must have three men

at least? Tormerly they worked a 12 hour
shift. .
Mr. CORBOY: Better results would be

achieved if the course
adopted.

The Minister for Works: There must be
some good explanation for all thisl

Mr. CORBOY: I cannot see what explana-
tion they can advance for keeping a goods
train two and & half hours longer at one
station than was the case formerly, merely
to save a porter’s wage.

The Minister for Works: That cannot be
the explanation, for that would be silly.

I suggest were
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Those two honrs would mere than pay the
porter’'s wages.

Mr. CORBOY:
position,

The Minister for Works: There must e
some other explapation, because thess pesple
are not fools.

Mr. CORBOY: They are not all like a
Commissioner we ouce had, but who now oec-
cupies u better job.

The Minister for Works:
about that.

Mr. CORBOY: It is a ridieulous position.
The Governent and the Railway Commis-
sioner nre wp against great (diffienlties, but
the whole of the salaried staff are retained,
Rather than put off the latest jumior eclerical
cadet, the Commissioner puts off men whe
have heew working from five to cight years
with the department, men who have taken an
interest in their work and have passed their
safe working and other examinations. That
policy is neither fair, just, right, nor reason-
able. More than that, it is not cconomieal.
I am satisfied that if better organisation
were introduced, it would be possible to get
far better results, The administration of the
Railway Department appears to have become
pani¢ stricken, and things are being -done
which make the authorities the laughing-
stock of the whole commumity.

In any ease, that is the

1 do not know

Mr, DAVLIES (Guildford) [10.26]: 1 wish
to compliment the Government on their de-
cision to build loecomeotives at the Midland
Railway Workshops. Reeently there was u
parliamentary visit to those workshops. Al-
though they are only about ten miles from
Perth, I am satigfied that formerly many
members of Parliament did not realise the
exlent of those works nor yet what they
were capable of turning out. That particular
vigit to Midland Junction has done a con-
siderable amount of goed in more than one
way. It has vesulted in the men taking an
added imterest in their work, and [ helieve it
would be heneficial if more visits by respon-
siFle men of Perth were paid to those work-
shops.  For years the whole of the material
for the milways has been manufactured at
the Midiand Junetion workshops ame it hus
been manufactured as cheaply as was possible
in any other part of the world, including the
Rastern States. T mm glad that it has now
heen Aevided to manufacture our locomotives
there as well According to the Commis-
sioner's report, locomotives were urpently re-
quired Iast year, althongh up to the time
the report had Leen furnished by the Com-
missioner, the devision to start work on the
lovomotives had oot been arrived at, 1 hope
the Government will put that work in hand
immediatels. [t that is done, crmployment
will be feund tar the men who were re-
trenched from the workshops amd from the
locomotive hranch some time ago. There is
another important matter to which T desire
hon. members to pive their attention. I7
there is one thing whieh is giving coneern to
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thie people of Western Austealin, it is: What
Shal)l be dene with our beys! lu this con-
ueetion, 1 reter to the selection of apprentices
for the Midland Junction workshops, L re-
cently asked n series of questions to ascer-
taiv how the apprentices were selected. Up
to that time, the method of seleetion was
somewhat haphazard.  Aevording to the re-
ples to my questions, a more seientific method
of zelection has heen adopted. No far as 1
can anpalyse the angwers to iy questions,
they are not altogether satisfactory to me
or ta 0 per cent. of the people concerned.
In the past, the seleetion has hieen condueted
after the following fashion: Let ny assame
# hundeed hoys applied for the vacaneies aml
oily 20 were required. The sclection hoard
consists of three men, the workshops man-
ager, the representative of the particalar de-
partment requiring apprentices, and the re-
presentative of the union affected. The
seiectors line np the whole of the applicants
in three rows, and chch selects, say, half a
dozen hoys from one line, and those boys
are given the positions. A better system
would be to let the cligible heovs ballet for
the pesitions. In the past, I am afraid, the
sclection board has selected applicants with
the hest educational gualifications, According
to the advertisement, applicants were firat of
all reguired to have passed the seventh stand-
ard. Many of the applicants have gone be-
yomld that and passed their junior examina-
tions, while others have been through the Tech-
nieal Sehool. The practice has heen to sclect
the bove with the higher educational gualifiea-
tion. Again, the applicants had to be of a
minimum height of 5ft. 2in. The minimum age
was 15 and the maximm 17. On an average
we do not get boys 15 years of age of the
same physical standard as boys of 17 years,
aml 1 am afraid the older boys, with the
preater height, were given preference. The
liys  possessing  the required  qualifications
should have been allowed fo ballot for the
position. I was told by the workshops man-
ager that the positions were not halloted for,
Imt that the successful applicants were
chosen by the selectors. Many fathers kecp
their sons at school till they reach 16 or 17
years, in the hope that they may be takem
on =zt the workshops ax apprentives; but
what chavee has the poorer parent of seeing
his, lopes fulfilled if bhoys who have had
higher education are te be given the places!
I trust the Minister will iusist on the selee-
tion Lomsl following the lines T have indi-
eoted, and that in futore the positions will
e hallated for. If that were done, there
ceull he no complaint on the score that the
boy. were not all treated alike. Tf I can
get from the acting Minister an assurance
that something of the sert will he done,
T shall e satisfiel. Fet  me  refer
Imiefly to the incereased prices of deason
tickets.  Not many months agoe the Minister
for Railways «declared he wounld nuot permit
=eason tirkets for three months and six
months to be purchased at a cheaper rate than
the monthly ticket, that he would insist upon
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the rates being the same all through. Already
we find that decision sct aside,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Presently it will bo
cheaper to run motor cars between Perth and
Fremantle than to ride on the railways.

Hon. P. Collier: Has there been any new
increase on the longer period tickets?

Mr. DAVIES: I do not know, but I know
that the proportion has bean affected. For
instance, if a monthly ticket cost 8s., a three
monthly ticket can be purchased for less than
24s, A lad travelling between Perth and Mid-
Jand Junetion has to pay 89. for a monthly
ticket, when in point of faet he is earning per-
baps not more than £1 per week. Only a few
montha ago the Minister declared that those
able to purchase long period tickets should
not have any advantage over those whose
purchasing power was restricted to monthly
tickets. Yet in the latest increases it will be
found that the man who can only afford to
purhase n monthly ticket is at a disadvant-
age a8 against the holder of a three-monthly
ticket. It would almost appear that by some
subterranean method the propotion has been
affected and the price of cevtain tickets in-
creased with a view to misleading the public
on the main question. If the alteration in the
proportion is justified, surely it is casy for
the Minister to come along and explain, I
do not know who ia reaponsible for the policy,
but eertainly it ia most reprchensible.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: You must know that
the Government are responsible.

Mr. DAVIES: Of eourse they have to take
the responsibility, but I doubt whether the
matter has been looked into as elosely as it
ought to have been, When the last inerease
was imposed, all periodienl tickets were on
the same rates, but under the inereases which
came into foree to-day the proportion has
been disturbed in favour of three-monthly and
gix-monthly tickets. I hope we shall get back
to the system of equal proportion, otherwise 1
do not know where we will land ourselvas.
Boference has been made to people uging
wmotor cars and other means of transport, be-
cause railway travelling to-day is so expen-
sive. To travel from West Guildford to Perth,
a distance of six miles, eosts 7d. each way,
and I understand that the maximom fare
charged on the trams is 5d. We want to en-
egurage people to live out of the city, but we
eannot expect them to de 8o when such high
fares are being charged. Tn comparison with
the fares eharged in the Eastern States ours
may be reasonable, but they represent a heavy
axpense for the wman living in the suburba.
There should be some method of averaging the
fares. I hope the aeting Minister will take
these matters into consideration and introduee
some more cquitable system.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [10.41]: 1
regret exeeedingly that the Miniater for Rail-
wavs is abroad on a tour instead of being in
his place while the Estimates of thiy import-
ant department are under discussion.

‘Mr, Jobuston: He is not worrying.
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My, RICHARDSON: When the Premicer, in
introduecing the Estimates, said we must look
to the railways to find our greatest losses, it
appealed to me that the Minister in charge
of this department should have been present
to-night. If we are going to do anything to
assist the Minister and the Commissioner to
reduce the losses on the rajlways, we must
come more closely into contact with them. Tt
i8 quite evident that there is something wrong
with the administration, In my opinion there
is no member of this House capable of exereis:
ing Ministerial control over the railways
while trying to fill three or four other imrort-
ant offices. The railways constitute one of
the largest of the State’s institutions, and it
is the work of one Minister alone to admin-
ister them if he is going to he suceessful.

Hon. P. Collier: Eighteen millions of our
loan money is invested in the railways and it
ghould be worth the time of one man to look
after them, -

My. RICHARDSON: Yes, and my conten-
tion is that onec man cannot suceessfully con-
trol them if he has other big denartments
such ag Mines and Forests to supervice. I
repeat my regret that the Minister is not
liere, becanse he might have been able to
throw more light on the present position of
the railways.

Hon. P. Collier: T belicve the ‘' Kanga-
roo’’ has been diverted to China.

My, RICHARDSON: T wauld not be sur-
prised if that were so. I believe that a lauvd-
able attempt has been mad: to reduce the

. Eatimates for the present finaneial year, but

T trust that the trade and commerce of the
State will improve so rapidly that those men
who have been retrenched may be reinstatod
in the service. While the loss on our railways
continues it secms necessary to increase fares
and freights, In my opinion the people
of the metropolitan arca got the worst of
the deal on every oceasion when fares are
raised, The people of the wmetropolitan
area are continually travelling, and any in-
erease in fares affects them to u greater ex-
tent than the country people who travel per-
haps only twicc or thrice a year.

Mr. Marshall: You are lucky people to be
able to travel at all. We eannot afford to.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I sympathise with
the hon, member in that, However, when fares
are raised pro rata throughout the State,
the people who travel twiee or three times a
day fare worse than those who travel only
a few times a year.

Hon, W. €, Angwin: They will not travel;
many pepole in the metropolitan area remain
at home rather than pay the high farcs,

lion. P. Collier: The high farca arc killing
the traffie.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, killing the trade
of the railways.

Mr. Moncy: What is the alternative?

Houn. W. C. Angwin: T know several mon
who will not take monthly tickets now.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The railways are in-
tended to cater for people who are willing
to travel, and the only way of inducing peo-
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ple to travel is to keep the fares down to a
reasenable level. By so doing, I think we
would redp just as moch revenue and we
would be giving to the people the facilitics
to travel, which they must have. TIf we do
not eater for the people, someone clse is likely
to come nlong with a cheaper means of trans.
port. The member for Geraldton (Mr. Will-
cock) stated that certain commodities are
carried into the eountry at a loss. I would
hesitate before advocating the raising of
freights on such products, but I agree that
we showld know where we stand. The time
has arrived when some investigation should
be made, 8o that we might be able to ingrease
the freights on some commoditics and reduce
the freights on others, So far as T can
judge, the position has beeome so mixed with
the raising and lowering of freights during
the past few years that we are not giving a
fair deal all round, 1 agree with the member
for Geraldton that we would be quite justi-
fied in appeinting a committee of investiga-
tion, and I believe that the Minister and the
ommigsioner would be pleased at any such
* attempt on the part of the Iouse to assist
them to straighten matters out. During the
past fow wecks I have been inundafed with
questions relative to Mr. Gallagher and Mr.
Shillington. I do not know gither ;_zcntlemap
personally and I do not know their capabili
ties.

Mr. Willeoek: Tid you read all the letters
in the ¢ West Australian.”’

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 read a good many,
but T grew tired of them. I have been in-
undated with guestions fronr constituents who
aré in the railway service.  Commissioner
Pope was appointed by Parliament and,
when 2 question of this description” is made
the subjeet of general discossion in the news-
papers, it is for Parliament to discover
whether Commissioner Pope is right or wroug.

Mr. Willeock: Probably he does not want
to damn the other man’s reputation,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Someone appears to
be tryiog to damn the Commissioner’s repu-
tation. When he was appointec Commis-
sioner, it wns thonght that e would make a
good administrator, and T think he is a good
administrator.

Mr. Davies: Well, pive him a chance.

Mr, RICHARDSON: He hag done all that
any man could have done under the adverse
cirenmstances which have prevailed. He is
endeavonring to place the railways on a pro-
per footing. At the same time, when he is
challenged through the newspapers, it is for
the Government who appointed aim to as-
certain whother he is right or wrong.

Hon. 'W. €. Angwin: The Government
must think he is right, becanse they would
have to approve of his appointment.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a matter of judg-
ment after weighing it all up.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Some of the rail-
way men in my distriet are for Shillington
and some are for Gallagher. The result will
be that it will create dissension.

. coats
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Mr. Underwood: Why should there be any
nurest?  They are paid to do the work,

Mr. RICILARSON: I know nothing about
the cause, nor have 1 any means of finding
out. T want to probe into the matter and
form my own judgment epon jt.

M?r. Underwood : Who is geing to cause un-
rest

My, RICHARDSON: TUnrest may be ere-
ated unless something definite is done to find
out who is right or wrong. Tt is my intention
to move that the whole of the papers in con-
nection with the appointment be laid on the
Table of the House at an early date. I have
been very much ammoyed by the many ques-
tions that have been put to me, and I do not
know who is right or wrong, In going
through the Estimates I find that the major
portion of the advauces that are likely to be
made this year are in connertion with sal-
arice and contributions to the Government

Workers' Compensation Fund.  These are
matters over which the Ainister and the
Commissioner have no control. I am sure

that every member will regard it as a sne-
eeasful move, more especially with respect to
the inereases in salaries, and there can be
no opposition to anything on the FEstimates,
I am going to vote for them.

Mr, HARRTSON (Avon) [10.53]: The
working costs come out at 113, 434d. per
mile, and are made up as nearly as
possible as follows, not inclnding 3s. Gd. per
mile  for interest charges:—actual traflie
about 2s, 1%4d., loco. eosts 5s.
4d.,, wmaintenanee 25, YA, and admin-
istration 4d., making a total eof 11s,
4154, per ton mile. It has been stated by
one member that wheat is being carried over
the railways at a loss. As a wheatgrower,
and as a member representing a  wheat-
growing district, T say this is not corrcet.
Wheat is carried in train loads, genmerally
mare up at a low cost of colleetinn. The de-
partment may start at Merredin and fill up
a train direct. In another case it may start
immediately after leaving Merredin, picking
up at such places as Nangeenan, Hine’s Hill,
and Baandee, at any rate making up a train
load before reaching Kellerberrin, It is pos-
sible to load a train in this way at less eost
per mile than in other ways, and that can-
not be taken as an equitable average to
charge to the wheatgrowers, or as a basis for
forming the opinion that wheat is carried at
a loss. Tt is impossible to speak of certain
lines of traffic as being earried on an aver-
age train mileage and as being traffic oun
which a Joss is made. There are certain in-
cidental eosts with which we are mot conver-
sant, and we do not know how the returns of
the Railway Department are made up. What
about the average train mileage on the heavy
grades in the carriage of coal from Collie?
The department can only take a eertain ton-
nage and there are these heavy grades to go
over. Take also the timber traffic from Pem-
berton, through Bridgetown, and on to Bun-
bury, The grades are also heavy. It ig im-
possible to talk about this line and that line
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of traffic as being below the margin of pro-
fit. It is not fair to fix on wheat and say it
ig earried at below cost.

Mr: Marshall: There was no statement
made that wheat was carried at a loss.
Mr. HARRTISON: That statement has

often been made. Great care should be taken
in the administration. On a single line as
far as practicable our trains should run to
schedule time. JIf the schedule is inter-
rupted, and there are several miles to the next
staff station, it means a loss on the rolling
stock and on the locomotive power, and on
the men both in the locomotive and the van.
It would be better to have them all under
the one department, as I have suggested, but
this idea has not found favour. All new
railways should be constrocted through the
one department. Tt is essential that the road
should be constructed through the country
at the lowest possible rate and that the
department should have a voice in that con-
struction, seeing that they have ultimately to
run the line.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
and are consulted.

Mr. HARRISON: That may be so. There
are grades on some of our railways that
should never have been permitted.

The Minister for Works: That is a ques-
tion of a proper survey, -

Mr. HARRISOXN:, It should be preveated
for the future.

Hon. W, C, Anpwin: TIf what you propose
were carricd out you would have no check
on your loan funds,

Mr. HARRISOXN: It would pay hand-
somely to have a specinl loan for the pur-
posc of reducing these grades, The cost of
our taflic is bound to be heavy while we
have these arbitration awards. When the
people learn that these eontinual increascs
mean a deerease in the purchasing power of
their money there may not be so many ap-
peals to the court.

They have a voice

Uon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [11.0]: T
am not going to speak at the length T had
intended to earlier in the evening. I notice
that members are weary and that there is a
general atmosphere of tiredness around the
Chamber, ’

Mr. Teesdale: We must not rest
more, We have to be careful,

Hon. P. COLLIER: T feel it i3 rather
futile to discuss these Estimates at all,
Xothing is ever accomplished. Little griev-
ances are voiced, and there the matter ends.
Especially, perhaps, will that prove to
be the case on the present occasion. The
Minister for Railways is away on some one
or other of the seven seas of the world, and
is not worrying much, it is to be supposed,
about the Railway Department just now.
But, having regard to the very important in-
fluence exercised on the finances of the
State by the administration of the railway
gystem, the Committee might usefully em-
ploy itself even for a day or two on a
thorough discussion of railway administra.

any
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tion generally. It is not to be denied that
there is abroad to-day, in the public mind at
any rate, a feeling that our railways are not
being efficiently managed or controlled. The
public have a general feeling of dissatisfae-
tion and discontent as regards railway ad-
ministration. That, possibly, is inseparable
from a period “marked by inereased railway
farves and freights and, coneurrently, a re-
duetion in the servive rendered to the com-
munity.

Mr. Davies: The same remarks apply to
the privately owned lines of the Old Coun-
try.

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNo donbt. Allow-
ane¢ must be made for the fact that Western
Australia is passing throngh a very diffieult
time, and that the Railway Department has
found it necessary to adopt the disturbing
measures to which I have .referred. Allow-
ing for that faet, one can partly explain
the attitude of the people towards railway
administration.  However, with all allow-
auce made for these comsiderations, I still
hold there is ground for the public impres-
sion that our railway administration is not
on sound lines. Last year the railwnys lost
roughly £400,000. That means, simply, that
somewhere serviee is being rendered at a
loss—rendered at a loss to some section or
sections of our cititens. [ do mnot know
whether the responsible officers of the depart-
ment have thoroughly overhauled the posi-
tion in order to ascertain exactly where the
logsen geeur; I suppose they may have done
so. I agree with the member for Geraldton
(Mr. Willeock) that where the department
are rendering service to any section of the
commuity at o eonstdernble loss, the whole
question of freights or other charges ought
tn be reconsilered. T helieve I am right in
saving that during recent years freights and
fares have Dbeen increased practically all
round. But the charge for the carriage of
superphosphate  has meantime remained
stationarv.  Jwven before the war it was
estimated by the Railway Department that
the annual loss on the carriage of super-
phosphate amounted to £60,000. Tf it was
£60,000 annvally then, what must the annual
loss be now? We know that the cost of
operating the railways has inereased all
along the line during recent years: and so
I suppose it wounld not he an exaggeration to
say that the loss on the carriage of super--
phosphate may easily have doubled since
then, may now amount to as much as
£120,000 per annum. Even in pre-war days,
when wages were lower, when the cost of
material was lower, and the whole cost of
operating the railways was considerably
lower than is the case to-day, the State sui-
fered a yearly loss of £60,000 on the carriage
of superphosphate. Is it a fair thing to-
say, then, that the rate of ome-farthing per
ton per mile for the earriage of super-
phosphate now represents twice that loes of
£60,0001 During each year of the war the-
price obtained by the farmers for their
wheat has been considerably higher than~



the price in any pre-war year. Surely a
section of the community in which compara-
tive prosperity has prevailed, in the matter
of both good seasons and good prices, should
not eall upon the general taxpayer to make
up a logs of fully £100,000 in order that the
prosperous section may reeeive a larger pro-
fit?

Mr. Harrison: Where are you getting your
fignres from?

Hon, P. COLLIER: The hon. member can-
not have been listening. I said that the
offcial figures of the Railway Department
showed a loss during pre-war years on the
carriage of superphosphate amounting to neo
less than £60,00¢ per aunum, and, that being
so, that it is not too much to say the loss
now is equal to £100,000 per annum having
regard to the increased cost all round of
operating the railways. Why should the gen-
eral body of taxpayers of this State be
called upon to pay high fares and high
freights, whilec many of those faxpayers are
not deoing so well as before the war, and
therefore are mot so well able to bear those
hipher freights and fares®  This question
is especially relevant in view of the fact
that a prosperous seetion of the community
enjoy the privilege of bhaving onc of their
requirements earried over the railways at
o loss. It i§ certain that if the Commis-
sioner of Railways had had his way, he would
have increased the rate on superphosphate.
But of course it iz not the poliey of the
Government to do that. The policy of earry-
ing super~hosphate at a loss may be sound.
T know what are the arguments always ad-
vaneced in its favour.

Mr, Teesdale: But surely such a thing
should not be done for people in affluent eir-
cumstanees?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The argument i3 that
the farmer should be encouraged to use super-
phosphate, and that the Railway Department
get baek the loss in other ways, by in-
creased tonnage of wheat and other pro-
ducts of the soil. But even though we might
not ask the farmers to pay for the earriage
of superrhosphate a rate that would be pay-
able to the Railway Denartment, it is a fair
thiny, surely, to ask them to vay a slight
incvease on the pre-war rate. We might say
to the farmers, ‘*We are still prepared te
carry vour requirements in the way of super-
phosphate at the loss which obiained during
pre-war days, namely, a loss of £60,000 per
annem; but when the Railway Department
_ are losing altogether at the rate of £400,000
per year, and when everybody e¢lse is being
gaddled with increased freights and fares, it
in only right that your rate for superphos-
rhate should be inereased sufficiently to keep
the loss on its carriape down to the pre-
war figure of £60 060 annually.’” Swrely the
mining industry is of importance. Yet it is
s faet that the industry has suffered most
severely from the increased railway rates. It
in an absolute fact that some of our
mines have been closed down Thy the
high railway freights, while others have been
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compelled to reduce their production,
partly owing to the cause already men-
tioned, and partly owing to the great mile-
age over whiech their supplies have to be
transported. And yet there is a favoured
rection of the eommunity, one able to sell
its product at high prices, with no increase
in a special rate that involves the Railway
Department in very heavy loss. It is
nothing short of a scandal that this section
of the community should still have this
particular article carried at the same rate
as obtained ten years ago,

Mr. A, Thomeson: Are not the railways
carrying orc at the same rate?

Hon. P, COLLIER : They are ecarrying
hardly any ore at all. I think T counld
ucndertake to carry on my baek practically
all the orc that has been transported over
the railways of this State Jatterly.

Mr. Mann: We must bear in mind that
while thore is back loading for the agri-
cultural distriets there is mone from the
mining districts.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that is so,

Mr. Manu: But for such things as this
superphosphate rate, the Railway Depart-
mant would have to take their trucks up
emplty lo bring the wheat back,

Hon. I'. COLLIER: That does not alter
the fuct of the charge on superphosphate
not covering thae cost of the service. That
faet is deelared by the Commissioner of
Railwave himself,

Mr, Mann: But did you not reecently
read the statement that the department
were calrying auperphosphate into the
farming districts instead of running empty
trucks there to bring the wheat down?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not know, I
know that is is easy to furnish excusca and
explanations, but the one solid. fact that
stands out is that according to the officiat
figured furnished by the railway authori-
ties, tha charges do not cover the cost. |
should say that the loss would mean abou)
£100,000. It is an outrage that this sort of
thing should be allewed to continue while
the charges levied on other people go up
week by week. The fact that this loss is
incarred--1 am assuming that that is about
the less made—is in itself responsible fer
the higher charges for fares and freights
levied upon the rest of the community, It
world not have been necessary to increase
fares and freights o such an cextent, had
it not been for this lelp given to the
farmers by decreasing the charges on the
haulage of superphosphate. All Govern-
ments oecupying the Ministerial benches
during the last few years, when refercnc:
has been made from time to timu to the
eost of the railways and the increase in
charges, have pointed to the Arbitration
Court and the awards issued by that
tribunal as the excuse for those increased
rates. Governments have said thal they
have to meet £250,000 a year, iz addition
to their previous cost, because of the rail-
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way award; henve they seek to justify the
levying of increased churges on the publice
generally. Why should the farmers enjoy
this low freight and why should they not
be called upon to pay their fair share of
increaged rates?

Mr. A, Thomson: Do you not think they
arc doing that?

i Mr. Harrison: This only applies to one
ine,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why should that one
line bo exempt? It is because the Govern-
ment are kept in office by members sitting
on the cross benches. No other Govern-
ment would allow this sort of thing to go
on.

Mr. Harrison: You will not listen to me!

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not want to
listen to the hon. member; I know the
facts. It is not a fair thing that every boy
and girl going to school should have to pay
1s. deposit on his or her season ticket and,
in some cases, have to pay 2s. 6d4. as a
deposit. It is not fair that the charges
should be raised 10 per cent. as they were
a day or two ago. In order that these
gentlemen whoe have been getting such a
good priee for their wheat may get their
auperphosphate at lower rates, these extra
charges have beer imposed.

Mr. Latham: Do wpot tbe children in the
country districts have to walk three miles
to sehool?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T bad to walk five
miles to school,

Mr, Latham: Why shonld they not do it
in the eity?

The Minister for Works: But they will
get their Is. baek.
Mr. Willeoek :

raising a loan,

Mr. McCalluny: And a compulsory loan
at that!

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister has
emphasised the fact that the children will
get their deposits baek, but will the Gov-
ernment pay interest on the money they
have been holding? DMoney is the one
thing that is sacred with members sitting
on the Ministerial side of the House, and
they regard it as the sacred right of the man
lending money to seecure interest on his
money. This position should not be allowed
to continue, It is very seldom that T men-
tion the people in my constitmency. I am
not in the habit of retailing little griev
ances of the people I represent, but T am
not prepared to temain silent and allow
themn to suffer from the disahilities which
have been ereated noder this system. The
charges upon the haulage of superphosphate
should be reviewed at the earliest possible
moment. In view of the financial position
of the railwavs and the State, surely it is
time that we should see that the farmers
pay a rate approaching the cost of the service
rendered to then.

Mr. Mann: Suppose the farmer did not
order his superphosphate until he wanted it,

This i8 a new way of
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trucks would have to be despatehed empty to
the agricultural districts for the loading of
wheat.

Mr. Willeock: They send empty trucke
now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 have seen rakes of
empty trucks going through the Mt, Lawley
station night after night.

Mr. Mann: They are going to Midland
Junction. :
Hon. P. CQLLIER: 1In any ease, the

farmers should be made to pay adequately
for the services remdered. | woold like to
know from the Minister if ¢harges have been
increased again this weck.

The Premier: No.

Ifon. P, COLLIER: 1 noticed something
in the ““Government Gazette,”'

The Premicr: Theve are one or two small
nmiatters dealt with.

Hon, I COLLIER: 1t is hard to c¢om-
pare the notigces in the ‘‘Gazette’' without
haviug the rate book before you, but T am
informed that the cates have heen inereased.

{Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Tha Premier: Tn any ease the alterations
only affected n few small things.

Hon. P. ¢OLLIER: Every alteration is
in the direction of an increase.

Mr. Willeock: 1t is just a slight adjust-
ment!

Hon. P. COLLIER: 'There is 10 per cent.
ndded to the monthly tickets and so on. 1
know the Rajlway Departinent is in difficulties
regarding the finances but it is not justified
in piling up charges in other directions when
this one charge regarding superphosphates
is allowed to vemain unaltered. There ts aun-
other important matter te which reference
must be made, At the time of the wood line
strike in 1919, the Government gave a con-
vession to the Kurrawang Company which
was of considerable value. The Goverument
allowed the company to construct a railway
from Kurrawang to the mines whieh enabled
the company to haul firewood over its own
line. The company did not have to pay
freight on the haulage of woed over the Gov-
ernment section of the line from Kurrawang
to the mines. T want to know what the loss
to the department has heen in vonsequence
of this.

The Premier: There has been no loss.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But there mmust have
been a loss.

The Premier: T have the figures.

Hon, P. COLLTER: T know how figures
are compiled by departments. If they show
that there has been no loss, T will not believe
thems. Tn such a ease, it would wmean that
formerly the Government had bheen hauling
waeod for the company without showing any
profit for the service rendered,

The Premier: There was
profit at all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, that is a niece
type of management! No wonder the rail-
way finanees have gone to the dogs, if that is

hardly - any
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the position! Here we have wealthy wmines
supplied with firewood by a wealthy wood-
line company, and yet we are told that the
Railway Department has been rendering ser-
vices to such people at cost price, thus show-
ing no profit on the operation!

Mr, Mann: And in the intercsts of the
wmines.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But the mines, like
the company, could well affor] to pay. Yet
we are told that this hard-up State was haul-
ing firewood for those people ut vost price!
T hope the member for Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomsoen) has new got all ke wants from
the railway official in the Speaker's gallery.
The hon. member iy in the habit of using Goy-
ernment  officials.  Frequently he goes to
heads of departiments to ebtain infermation
for use in the Chamber, a thing which no
other member would do. If hé has gone to
an officer of the Railway Department for
material to be used in reply to arguments I
have put up, I say it is an entirely improper
thing for him to do. I objeet to an officer
of the Railway Department being in this
House to prompt any member in replying to
arpuments I have used.

Mr, A, Thomsen: Whether eorrect or not?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes. There we see
the calibre of the hon. member revealed. No
other member would dream of putting a de-
partmental officer in such a position. Faney
a member going out through the bar of the
House into the Speaker’s gallery, where a
railway officer is sitting, in order to get in-
formation to enable him to reply to another
hon. member! Who but the member for Kat-
amning would dream of such a thing? The
hon. member ought to be thoronghly well
ashamed of putting a Government official
into sueh a position. But it is a common
practice with the hou. member. He goes to
Government officers and gets from them offi-
cial information which he is not entitled to.
During my 16 years as member of this House,
I have never yet approached any Government
officer for arguments to be used in the House.
It is up to the hon. member to dig out his
own information and cease going round Gov-
ernment offices for official argumeats to be put
forward as the product of his own brains or
energy.

The Minister for Works: Is that what is
known as working under the lap?

Hon. P. COLLIER: For the hon. mem-
ber to go out of the Chamber inte the
Speaker's gallery and get a note from a rail-
way offieial while I am speaking, is a shoek-
ing thing. Never since Responsible Govern-
ment has there been any other member but
the member for Katanning who would have
thonght of doing such a thing.

Mr. A. Thomeon: You must be afraid for
your ease.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not afraid of
auything the hon. member can put up in re-
ply to me. I follow the practice of gefting
my information for myself. I do not go
trotting about trying to suck other men’s
brains before replying to an opponent. 1

[ASSEMBLY.]

try to get my own information. I do not
come lere, after sucking other men’s braims,
and give out the information as if it were
legitimately my own. I do not know that I
am prepared to continue my comments on the
Estimates, Mr, Premier, if one of your offi-
vers is to sit in the gallery and furaish in-
formation to ancther member to enable him
to say that my stautements are not correct—
as the hon. member, by interjection, has al-
ready indivated. Of course, the departmental
offiver is here to assist the Minister, .which iy
yerfectly proper. The Minister would be en-
titled to go to his officer to get infermation
concerning any statements. I make, but it is
an extraorlinary thing for a private member
to do.

The Premier: You cannot Wame the officer.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T am not blaming the
ofiver, 1£ T were a departmental officer, [
am afraid T should have to do the same if o
memher came up to me and asked for infor-
mation,

Mr. A. Thomsen: I will take all the blame.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But it i3 2 most dis-
ereditable thing for any hon. member to de.
I hope the Minister will give his officers in-
struetions that no information is to be im-
parted to private members. .

The Premier: The officer is here to assist
tho Minister,

Hon. P, COLLIER: And rightly so; but
for a private member, without consulting the
Minister, to go to that officer and ask for
information is, well, I can only say it is
worthy of the member for Katanning, I
was referring to the concession granted to
the Kurrawang Wood Company., The Pre-
mier says it occasioned no loss. I am not
prepargd to believe that, The Minister is
relying on information supplied to him. 1
am not prepared to accept the statement that,
prior to the concession being granted, the
Railway Department was not making any
profit on the haulage of wood from Kurra-
wang to the mines. From figures which T
got in reply to a question yesterday, T find
that in the year prior to the concession being
granted, the revenue was £23,623, while in
the year following the concession it was
£12,614, or a difference of £11,000. I do not
say that iz all losz, because of course the
Government will save the cost of hauling the
wood,

The Premier: Pretty costly too.

Hon. P. COLLEER: Yes, but I am justi-
fied in saying that some considerable loss
was made. However, I am not complaining
particularly about that, beeause the Govern-
ment feit they would be justified in grant.
ing that concession and 3o losing trade on the
Government line, in order to effect the settle-
ment of a dispute which then existed. How-
ever, it was a concession to this company.
Now this company has eut out the bush
where it has been operating, and finds itself
compelled to go down beyond Coolgardie for
its supplies. That meant it would have to
haul its wood over a section of the Govern-
ment railways from EKurrawang to Coolgar-
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die, a distance of 15 miles 30 chains. And,
having been encouraged no doubt by fav-
ourable consideration on previous oecasions,
the company approached the Government
with a view to leasing the line.

The Premicr: Not the Government, the
Commiisgioner of Railwaya.

Hen, P. COLLIER: T will have something
to say about that. The company was out to
get turther concessions,  The Government
have now given a lease for three years of
one of the roads to this State. That it may
be relieved of the charge for hauling fire-
wood over the Government section the com-
pany has leased the section for £2,000 per
anhvm. For that £2,000, the Government
are going to bear the cost of maintenarce, in-
terest, and sinking fund 2nd all charges.

_ Mr. Mann: They would have to pay that
in any case.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but it is safe
to say the concession to the company is
worth anything from £16,000 to £18,000 per
annum, ‘That is the sum the Government
will lose by the granting of this lease. The
Minister says the Commissioner granted the
lease. In reply to a question we have been
told that the lease is granted under Section
64 of the Government Railways Act, 1904.
Sections 63 and 64 come under part VI, of
the Act, headed ‘'Sidings.’’ TUnder Section
63 the Commissioner may grant permission
to any person to construct a siding, subject
to certain conditions. Section 64 provides
that the Commissioner may agree with the
person construeting a siding that any trains
or rolling stoek of the department may be
run upon the siding, and that any rolling
stock the property of such person may be
ron on the Government railway on such
terms and conditions as may be agreed to.
This section deals entirely with the right to
construet sidings, the right of the Govern-
to run their rolling stock over the private
sidings, and the right of the individual to
use the Govermment railways in connection
with the siding. This lease has been granted
under Section 64 of the Act. The see-
tion goes on to provide that wo such agree-
ment shall have effect for more than three
years from the date thereof, and that such
agreements may provide for the payments to
be made by the one party to the other party
of guch rotes of charges ns are fixed in that
behalf, Tf it was proposed to grant a lease
at all, it seems to me that it could have been
more fittingly granted under Section 47,
This section comes under Part V. of the Act,
which deals with the leasing of railway pro-
perty.

Mr. Mann: What is the length of railway
lease?

Hon.
chains.

Mr. Mann: Tt looks to be a good deal.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How e¢an the hon.
member say that? T will shew him wkat
sort of a deal it is when T quote the figures.
1t is a good deal for Hedges and the Kurra-
wang company.

P. COLLIER: Tifteen miles, 30

Mr. Mamn: Would not it be a good deal
if we got £2,000 a year profit on all ovr
miles of railway?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not profit. The
hon. member first pronounces judgment and
then shows how much he is aequainted with
the deal by suggesting that it will mean a
profit of £2,000 a year to the Government.
The department will have to maintain the
line.

Mr. Teesdale: The amount will elear it.

Hon. P. COLLLIER: It will not. It would
be a good deal if the profit were £2,000 and
the lessee had to bear the eost of mainten-
ance and all charges,

Mr. Willeock: And then it would not mueh
more than cover interest.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I intend to quote the
interest eharges and costs. This lease should
have been granted under Section 57 and not
under Section U4 of the Act, and I think I
shall be able to show the reason why See-
tion 64 was stretched in order to grant the
lease. " 1 do not say there was no power under
Section G4, bot the section certainly was
stretched. Scetion 57 states—

The Commissioner may, with the ap-
proval of the Governor, from time to time
let on lease any portion of o railway, with
the rolling stock and other appurtenances
thereto belonging, to any person willing to
take and work the same subject to the fol-
lowing conditions: (1) The letting shall
Le by publie tender, (2} The terms and
conditions of the leasec shall be laid before
Parliament not less than 30 days before
tenders arc ealled for,

Then follow several other conditions. If the
lrase haid been granted under Seetion 57,
tenders must have been called and the agree-
ment would have been subjeet to the approval
of this House. The agreecment or lease has
been granted and Parliament has no control;
having been granted under Section G4, it is
a matter entirely within the diseretion of the
Commisgioner. Therefore, under that part
of the Aect which deals with sidings only, the
Commissioner has leased this portion of our
railways to this much-favoured company, [
view with very considerable suspicicn and
distrust the action of the Railway Depart-
ment in having agreed to the faveured con-
ditions whieh the Kurrawang woodline com-
pany have been able to extraet from them.

Mr, Troy: And so do the peaple generally.

Hon, P. COLLIER: They have cause to.
When the department two vears ago deliber-
ately gave away revenue in order to grant a
concession to this company,

The Premier: That was not. the Commis-
sioner.

Hon, P, COLLIER: XNo, but here we have
on the main Government line, hetween Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie, one section measuring
15 miles 30 chains leased to this individual
in order that he might make a saving for
the year of something like £16,001.  Let us
sce whether this is a rood deal for the Gov-
crument or not. The (fovernment are bearing
all the costs and all the respansihility. From
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the Iatest anuual report of the department
we find that the maintenanee of the railways
avd buildings amounted to £144 per mile, and
the interest amounted to £203 per mile, a
total of £347 per mile. If we multiply that
figure by 15 miles 30 ¢hains, we find that the
maintenanee, permanent way and buildings
and interest charpes on this distance of line
amounts to £5,345 for the year.

Mr. Richardson: For the double or single
line?

Hon, P. COLLIER: On the basis of the
department s fizures, that is for the single
line.

Mr. Willeovck: That represents the charges
for every mile of line whether single or
danble.

My, Mann: That includes the tdouble line?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, it does not. In
regpeet of these charges, amounting to
£5,345, the Goverument are to get a return
of £2,000. That is the good deal which the
Commissioner has made, Of course, it will
br contended by the department that, while
the cost for interest and maintenance com-
bined, spread over the whole service, amounts
to £347 a mile, it would not amount to this
stm on this particular section. It is true
that the eost of mainiepanee on some see-
tions would be much heavier than on others.
Where a road is not used very frequently,
the cost of maintenance would not be so
great as on a road in the city area over
which heavy traffic passes frequently.

The Premier: To say nothing of the im-
terest on a line not needed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the Government
were going to pull up the line. The Kuera-
wang company would have had to pay 2s. 8d.
per ton for the haulage of their firewood and,
on the basis of 145000 tons of firewood
hauled last year, the Railway Department
would have received by way of freight
£18,000,

The Premicr:
their own line.

Mr, MeCallum:
the railways.

Hon. I". COLLIER: Yes; they have de-
liberately given away, in return for a sum
ol £2,000, husiness which would have brought
in £18,000 a year,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And the Government
me responsible for the repairs.

Mr. Mann: Would not there have been
the cost of runaing the trains to deduct from
the £18,000! There is no cost at all now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not saying they
have lost an actual profit of £18,000, for the
cost of the serviee would have to be deducted
from that, but a profit would be shown.

Mr. Mann: It is doubtful,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Docs that mean that
our railway management is so incompetent
that it is hauling firewood at a loss?

Hon, W. (., Angwin: Why do they not lease
the whole lot if they lease one section; the
principle is the same?

Hon. I'. COLLTER: On what basis way the
Commpisioner working when he fixed the

They would have put down

That business is lost to

* tanee on that,
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price at £2000! Did he make a blind guess?
Why not £1,000 or £3,0002 He must have
made up some estimate as to the total toa-
nuge that would have to be banled, for that
would effect the cost of maintenance,

Mr. Richardson: Was a profit or a loss
made on this partieular section last year?

Hon. P, COLLIER: That would have no
bearing on the question. Even if there was
a loss lagt year there would have heen 2 pro-
fit this year if the company had been com-
pelled to haul 143,000 tons. The company
would have had to pay 2s. 8d. per ton on
145,000 tons of firewood hauled over this
section, .

Mr. Money: That is what the mines wounld
have to pay; it would be passed on.

Hon, P, COLLIER: How do we know that?
Members are always ready, by exzercising
their ingeuuity, to find an explanation for
this sort of thing.

Mr. Mongy: When a duty is imposed on 3
thing it is usually passed on.

" Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that one of
these companys, on a paid up capital of
£19,000, made a profit in one year of £27,000,

Mr, Latham: Make the managing director
the Commisioner.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He is a pretty shrewd
gentlemsan, as is evidenced by this lease. He
would, T believe, make a better job of manag-
ing the railways than somc of those who aro
in charge of them to-day.

Mr, A, Thomson: Hoe wounld need a little
more freedom than the present Comunissioner.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: He has absolute free-
dom,

Hon. P, COLLIER: He has too much, The
whole management and coatrol of the railways
have been placed in his hands by Aet of Par-
liament. Apparvently he can lease any section
of the Government railways that he pleases
without reference to his Minister. T do not
belicve that this lease was made without the
approval of the Minister.

The Premier: He eonsulted him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no doubt he
had power to do it, had he pleased, but no
Commissioner would dare to make such a de-
parture from the useal practice without min-
isterial approval. Why is this company able
to get such a coneession? Why did not the
Commisioner say to the eompauy, *‘ ITaul your
goods over the system and pay the usual
freight'’? There are many nien earrying on
business in the country who would be glad to
lease a section of the railways from the de-
partment at an annuval rental instead of pay-
ing the ordinary freight upan their goods.

The Minister for Agriculture: They are
not using the whole of the 15-mile ascction to
hawl the 145,000 tons.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The 135-mile section
is from Coolrardie to Kurrawang and the
company is using that, but when they cowne
to Kurrawang they branch off to their own
private line, and go the remainder of the dis-
They have the complete use
of the line for three yeara, and the Govern-
ment unilertake to pay the whole cost of main-
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tenanee and upkeep. If anything happencd,
such as a washaway, which would involve ex-
penditure up to, say, £1,000 or £2,000, that
would have to be borne by the Governent. Any
unforeseen thing may happen during the term
of the lease, and the Goverument would have
to foot the Bill,

Mr. McCallum: If there was any delay in
the trains would the Government be liable?

Hoxn. P, COLLIER: The whole transaction
opens up a new phase in railway manage-
ment. We ghall have numbers of people, far-
mers and others, forming themselves into co-
operative companys or societies, and, in order
to avoid paying freight over the system, ob-
taining a lease of a cerfain section of it at
an annual rental.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Certain powers ave
now given in connection with the handling of
our wheat in bulk,

Hon, P, COLLTER That affects the whole
system. This is the first timz that this par-
ticular prineiple has been adopted in the his-
tory of our railway system. Why has there
heen this departure from the beatenm track?
Why did the Commissioner not inform the
company that thev must do what other peo-
ple do, send their goods over the Government
aystem and pay the usual freight? This is
the only comnany in the State to enjoy this
privilege. Everyone else has to pay the usual
charge The Commissioner is either wholly in-
competent, or he is c¢vasive, and will not give
the necessary information to Parliament. He
was asked the other day what the estimated
tonnage per year was that wonld be hauled
hy this rompany over the section concerned.
His answer waa that that wonld depend on
the consumption of the mines. Apparently
he has made no estimate as to quantities, Tf
he has no idea of the tonnage that is likely
to be hauled over the section, how ceuld he
estimate the cost of maintenance. What
basis did he go upen in arriving at the
figure £2,00020 He must have made some
estimate of the tonmage and worked out
hia costs and said to himself **Tf I do not
grant this lease, and T compel the company to
pay the usual rates T shall receive so much
tonnage for the vear; that will cost so mueh
to haul and my profit and loss will be so
mpeh.’”  Tf he had not made sueh a eal-
culation he would be unfit for his pesition,

The Premier: 141,000 tons were hauled last
year. That was the total Kurrawang suoply.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Apparently the Com-
misgioner had no idea what the ecompany were
likely to haul over this seetion. What en-
abled him to fix the rental at £2,0007 One
would say he was not concerned, that £2,000
suffices for him, although an the basis of
the cost of maintaining the system, and
taking into account the interest om the
outlay, the figure may be over £5,000 a
year; but he says to the company, ‘“Yon

can have the lease for three yvears at £2,000
1

a wear,”’ although it may mean a profit, &
saving, to this company of £18,000 in
freight. Instead of paying the Railway

Department £18,000 2 year, they pay £2,000
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a year. A nice little gift! Evon deducting
the company’s cost of bhaunlage, it must still
mean a gift to them of £10,000 or £12,000
per annum.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And then the de-
partment raise suburban fares to make up
the difference.

Mr. McCallum: And sack railway men.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, throw men oun
an unemployed labour market, in order
that this company may pay higher divi-
dends. I am not prepared to allow such a
principle to be introduced without protest.
At the end of this discussion, I intend t»
move for a reduetion of the vote by way
of protest against the principle. I am not
going to allow the Miniater to say that any
influential or wealthy friend c¢an come
along and obtain a concession of this kind,
involving such heavy loss to the State rev-
erue, I must enter my protest against
such a proceeding, and see whether the
membera of this Committee will endorss it.
Where will this principle lead ue to? What
does it open the door to when men who
have occasion to use the railways to an
extent involving very large sums of money
are able to go along to a Minister and get
a concession of thia description from him?
It was done in a nice quiet way, too. It
wag not considered of sufficient importance
toc be mentioned in a Press paragraph. Day
after day do we read how a Minister
changes the name of u street, or does some
small administrative zet, These thinge are
considercd of gufficient importance to war-
rant a public announcemecnt through the
Press. But this important concession was
granted without any member of the publie
knowing anything about it until the people
on the goldfields began to sece the eonces-
sion operating, and wrote to their mem-
bers. Therenpon the information was
tardily and with diffienlty dragged out by
questions. And even then the Commissioner
of Railways evaded one question that was
asked of him through the Minister. Let
me point out again that this important
transaction was not thought worth a Press
announcement. Had it been something that“
the Minister was proud of, or something
that he thought might bring him 2 little
kudos, it wonld have been trumpeted by
the Press throughout the length and
breadth of the country. Ministera are nat
a bhit backward in doing publicity stunts
when there is any kudos to be gaired. But
this matter, which it was known would
rouse a storm of dissent on the poldfields,
was hushed up and kept bark—a recret
eontraet. T have sat in this Homse year
after year and heard abnse heaped on me
azud on those then associated with me on the
score of alleged secret contracts—hecaus~ of
acts not made known to the public. Here
we have a secret contract with a vengeance!
A secret contraet involving an entirely new
departure in our railway administration,
and no one knows anything abont it! T
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contend that this business constitutes a
downvight seandal. I want to know why
Mr. Hedges and his Kurrawang Company
are so specially favoured, why they are not
made to pay for the haulage of their goods
m the same way as I am and all other
citicens ure comjelled to do. I feel per-
feetly certain that a section of the railway
. system would not be handed over to me or
te any other citizen, generally speaking,

The Premier: This section was to be
pulled up, you know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and the rajls in
it were badly wunted too. But it was
kwown that the Kurrawang Company re-
ouired that section. When the company
found that they were cut out, and would
have to use this section for the transport
of 145000 tons of firewood, the Govern-
ment knew they could not pull it up. The
pulling up was contemplated only when it
was believed that the section was not
needed.

The Premier: The rails were needed else-
where, and the Jine was not nceded there.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The line was needed.
After the Kurrawang Company had decided
that they must shift their operations, the
line was needed. I have no hesitation in
saying that the body of taxpayers in this
country are going to be compelled to make
up a loss on the maintenance of that
scetion, Certainly the £2,000 a year will
not cover the cost of maintenance and
interest on construction, to say nothing at all
ahout sinking fund. The citizens generally
will be further taxed to meet the loss.
Even if the £2,000 did cover the actual cost,
so that the State would not suffer an immed-
jate and direet Joss, why should not the
c¢harge have heen fixed at sueh an amount
as would show a considerable profit to the
Railway Department? The Kurrawang Gom-
pay could well have afforded to pay £5,000
a year for the nse of the sectiom, and then
would have shown a material saving on what
thoy would have had to pay by way of or-
dinary freights, At £5,000 a year the deal
wounld have been o better one for the State,
would have shown a profit to the State, and
at the same time it would have been a good
deal for the company, who would also have
shown a profit on it, The finances of tho
country are showing a  deficit month by
month, aml the State iz practically—thongh
I do not like saying this—on the edge of
things, so that we do not know what is going
to happen; and yet this generons Minister
for Railways, in the kindnesgz of his heart,
gives such a coneession to this wealthy com-
pany for a perind of three years! The com-
pany have wade more money out of the hus-
iness of snpplyving the mines with firewood
than wmoest gold mining eompanies there have
made out of mining. The company have a
paid-up capital of £19,0M1, and they possess
rolline stoek and plant and equinment, every
penny of the cost of which has been met out
of profits, equal in valne to ahont £100,000.
All this has heen purchased out of profits, by
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a c¢ompany with an original eapital of
€£19,000, nith not another pound put in since.

Mr. Teesdale: How long have the company
been operating?

Hon. P, COLLIER: For more than 2i
years. The cowmpany have had a econtract
for the supply of firewood to the mines for
asbout a quarter of a century.

Mr. Mann: Mr. Hedges has spent a lot
of money in this country.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes: he is a gond
citizen in that respeet, It is safe to say
that he has spent between £50L000 and £40,000
on a farm in a particular disteict, 1 do not
grudge him the profits which he has legiti-
nately made in the conduct of his business;
Lut there is no reason whatever why the
HBtate should grant him a splendid eonces-
sion, should undertake to Lear losses in order
that his company might caro larger profits,
The departure is such an cntirely new onc
that it ealls for the strongest possible pro.
test, I object to it altogether, and I object
to the way in which it was done, and I ob-
jeet to the whole of the surrounding circum-
stances, and also to the atmosphere of the
thing.

Mr., Teesdale: Was it done to avert a
erisis up therv with the mines?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ne¢. The Kurrawang
Company have a eountrart with the mines run-
ning now, and there iy no talk of a crisis.
The question of firewood supplies to the mines
was not involved.

Mr. Mann: But the mines had no stocks
in hand; they had to depeml or supplies
from day to day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely firewood can
be hauled over a Govrenment owned line as
well as a Government leased line! The price
of wood did not enter into the question at
all.  This principle of influential citizens
being able to obtain leascs of Government
property in such a fashion ought to be
atopped.

12 o’cloek midnight.

Mr. Teesdale: 1t is a rotten state of affairs
if it can be proved.

Hor. P, COLLIER: Y have given the Com-
mittee the facts. T say that they stretched
the Act to give that right under Section 54
instead of under Section 37. TUnder the lat-
ter section, Parliament would have had teo
review the question and congented to the
proposition. Instead of giving the concession
under that section, they gave it under the
scction dealing with sidings. If Mr. Pope,
as Commissiomer of Railwagrs, has inaungur-
ated his occupaney of his present position by
tactics such as this, he will get himself into
trouble before his time has expired.

Mr, A, Thowson: He bas had a good bit
of trouble already.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He has looked for it.
He is looking for more if he is responsible
tor this position. 1 do not hold him respon-
sible,

Mr. A. Thomsen: He has had litile else
but tronhle since he has been in that position.



[1 DeceMBER, 1921.] : 2077

Hon, P. COLLJER: He has brought a iot
of it on himselt, That is my opinion.

Mr. A. Thomson: I will express my opiaion
in a little while,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the hon, mem-
ber will express his own opinion and not the
opinions ofticially given to him. The hon.
member generaliy holds a brief for other peo-
ple.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He does not hold

*much of a brief for the Premier!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps he holds a
brief for Hedges or the Commissioner in this
case. I do not know who is responsible for
the position which has been ereated, but who-
ever is responsible, should be censured. I will
endeavour to eensure the person respongible
by moving later on for a reduction of the
vote.

Mr. LATHAM (York) ([12.3): Railway
matters require a good deal of consideration
at the hands of the Committee, T cannot
understand- why the actual cost is charged
up against the raidlways and why the work-
ing of the railways is expected to meet in-
terest and sinking fund. That aspect is
well worth consideration. The railway fares
angd freights to-day are snch as to make the
railways unpopular with the people who
should utilise them. Very little considera-
tion is extended to the travelling public under
the existing conditions. We have an import-
ant junction at Merredin, and yet the con-
nection between trains is probably the worst
in the world, The departmental heads say
it cannot be altered. The position is ridicu-
lous. If any private company owned the
railways the posmou would be quickly reeti-
fied, and the running of the trains would be
50 altered that the present long wait would
be obviated. I desire to reply to one or two
points raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. He said that no extra freight had
heen charged on the carriage of superphos-
phate. I happen to be onmc of those unfor-
tunate people who have to pay, and there-
fore T know that therc has‘been an increase
of 10s. per ton on super.

Hon. P. Collier: Sinee whent

Mr. LATHAM: Since the war broke out.
It was probably while I was away. *But the
fact remains that the freight has been in-
creased to that cxtent.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Over what distance?

Mr. LATHAM: To our particular dis-
trict, it would be about 200 miles. Regard-
ing the freight on super, the concession was
made out of consideration for the utilisation
of the empty trucks which had to be gent
np to load wheat, The faet that the trucks
had to be forwarded empty enabled the Rail-
way Department to earry super convenicntly
at that period at the concession rate. The
farmers would not have taken delivery of
super at that time had it not been for this
concession.  They would have waited until
they reguired the super to put in the ground,
before they would have ordered it by rail.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The increase works
out at .534d. per ton mile or about ¥d.

Mr. LATHAM: At any rate, the increase
was levied. Another question which should
receive consideration relates to the freight
on timher. We can purchase a lot of timber
for building purposes from the State saw-
mills, but the freight on that timber is higher
than the cost of the timber itself at the mills.
This means that we can purchase timber
cheaper than we ean earry it over the rail-
ways from the mills to the farm, We should
consider our publie utilities more and make
them popular., If we reduced fares and
freights, we would bring in mere revenue
than is pessible by mcrcasing them, The
railways would be vsed to a greater extent
and greater serviees would be rendered than
is the position to-day. The policy of the
Government showld be in the direction of
deercasing rather than incrcasing fares and
freichts. T trust the Minister will endeavour
to arrange a better junctioning of trains at
Merredin so that people will not have to
wait for hours during the night, and will
sce that the junetion is made at Merredin
instead of the trains passing one another a
few miles further aloeng the line.

Mv. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [12.7]:
I want to express my gineere regret that the
Leader of the Opposition has used his posi-
tion on the floor of the IIouss to attack a
railway servant, L.

Tlon. W, C. Angwin: He did no such thing,

Mr. Marshall: Tt was you he attacked.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Ilon. P. Collier: Yon are a skunk to try
to put it on the railway oflicor. That is
aequal to you.

Me. A, THOMSOX: I
drawal!

The CHAITRMAN:
Katanning has

Hon. P. Collier: I withdraw.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I c¢ommend the
Leader of the Opposition for the excellent
spirit he has shown and also for his attack )
upon an offigial.

Hon. P. Collier: I rise to a point of order.
I demand a withdrawal of that statement.
I Qid not attack any officials. I made my
attack on the right source; T have too much
admiration for the official.

Mre A, THOMSON: I withdraw the
statement, The Leader of the Opposition
said it was an unheard of thing for a rail-
way officer or an official of the Railway De-
partment to come here to nssist the Premier
in his utterance, and to give him informa-
tion. Did the Leader of the Opposition make
that statement or not?

Hon. P. Collier: ““Should be asked to sup-
ply information to a private member’’ is
what T said. It is unheard of.

Mr. A, THOMSON: With all due respect
to the Leader of the Opposition, I maintain
that the offivinl did not eommit a erime.

Mr. Marshall: That was not suggested.

demand a with-

Order, the member for
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I did not aecuse the
I made no attack upon

Hon. P, Collier:
official of a erime.
the officer,

Mr. A, THOMSON: It shows the rotten
casc the Leader of the Opposition had to
put up when he was afraid——

Hon. P. Collier: Afraid?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes, afraid that in-
formation would be supplied might prove
him to he wrong.

Hon. P, Collier: Is a railway officer paid
to supply a party politician with arguments?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I did expect a
man oceupying the position of Leader of the
Oppogition to see that his statements were
at lenst correct.

Hon. P. Collier: So they are.

Mr. A. THOMSON: They are not. The
Leader of the Opposition said distinctly that
the freights had not increased on super or
wheat.

Hon. P. Collier: T did pot. The hon.
member should himself make correct state-
ments.

Mr. A, THOMSON;
her. member said.

Hon, P. Collicr: I did no sach thing. You
should withdraw that statement.

Mr, A, THOMSON: T will withdraw.

Hon. P. Collier: Yon are making incorrect
statements all along.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, the Leader of
the Opposition says that he did not make
sueh a statement,

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1 wil withdraw
““wheat.’”” The Leader of the Opposition
stated that the freight on super had not been
increased. [ say the freight has been in-
ercased.

Hon. P, Collicr: Where did you get your
information ?

Mr. A, THOMSON: From the railway
official. | was sure that the freight had been
increased, and all I did was to ask that
official whether certain information was cor-
reet, Tf the statement made by the Leader
of the Opposition is correet, why should he
eavil?

Hon. W, U, Angwin: Why cannot you look
at the railway report and get your informa-
tion from that? ’

That is what the

Mr. A, THOMSON: RBecause I do not
choose.
Hon. W. €. Angwin: No, you are too

damned lnzy!

Mr. Marshall: Beeause he has not cnongh
intelligence for that,

Mr. A, THOMSOXN:
than thea ben. member.

The CHATRMAXN: Order!

Mr. A, THOMBSON : T regret the Leader of
the Opposition shonld have seen fit to attack
me, Of vourse, if he thinka T am wrong, he
iz entitled fo ¢do that, hut I regret that un-
wittingly [ shownid have direeted his wrath
on to the offietal.

Hon. P. Collicr: Tn a point of order: I
am not going to permit the hon. member to
say 1 attacked any official or poured any

T have a little more

[ASSEMBLY.]

wrath upon him. I insist upen a with-
drawal.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ka-
tanuing knows that the Leader of the Cppo-
sition has already denied that statement.

AMr. A, THOMSOXN: T have accepted his
denial,

The CHATRMAN: Then why do you keep
on repeating the charge?

Mr, A, THOMSON: I am sorry I repeated
it. and I regret the Leader of the Opposition
should be so mueh upset by it. He said the
farming community were receiving enormous
concessions for which they should be paying.
The farming community arc paying and have
paid more than their fair share. They have
developed the country, and they have to pay
heavy railway freights on their eoinmodities.
The member for York (Mr. Latham) has
pointed out that in some cases, particularly
in respect of face-euts, the freight costs
more than the timber carried. Tt has be-
come fashignable with the Leader of the
Opposition and others to belahour those I
have the honour to représent.

Hon. P, Cellier: I do not belabour them.

Mr. A. THOMSON: You have dealt pretty
severely with them, I take no exception to
the hen. member’s charge against me that I
do not get my own information, but at least
1 am entitled to defend n.ysclf.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 don’t object to that.

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1 am glad of that,
although, of course, it makes no difference
to my attitude. There has heen an inecrease
of 2s. per ton on super, plus the super tax,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: 1t hns inereased 12
points.

CMr. A, THOMSON: Aud other parcels of
goods have increased too.
Hon. W. €, Angwin:

ately.

Mr. A, THOMSON: No, but the wheat——

Ion. W. C. Angwin: Has inereased six
points,

AMr. A. THOMSON: Tn respect of most
eommoditics the railway freights in the met-
ropolitan area are infinitesimal as compared
with those in agricultural districts.

Hon, W, . Angwin: Tn the metropolitan
area freights are paid for the whole of the
commoditics.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Railway Depart-
ment derivey very little benefit from goods
carried between Fremantle and Perth, The
great bulk of the goods is bronght up either
tiy river or hy road.

My, MeCallum: That is not very compli-
mentary to the Railway Department.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: Olbvieusly it is very
much cheaper to take goods from the Customs
at Fremantle, put them om a lorry and run
them direct to the warchouse in Perth, than
to put them on the railways and have to
cart them from the railwavs tn the ware-
liovse at the Perth end. I ohject to
these continual charges that one section
of the commuonity s getting enormons ad-
vantages. An analysis of the railway returns
shows that the great bulk of the revenue is

But not proportion-
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eontributed Ly country people, who have not
the facilities enjoyed in the metropolitan area.
A journey of 12 miles in country districts
costs more than the same journey in the met-
ropolitan area. Tthas been said that the freights
on those other goods should be inceased. Yet
‘hon. members were consistent in their op-
position to me when [ was desirous of having
certain returns placed on the Table. I did sue-
ceed in getting one return from the Railway
Department, which showed that the cost of
privilege tickets to the end of June, 1921, was
£22,000.

Hon, P. Collier: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Despite the hon, mem-
ber’s dissent, I am prepared to accept tbe offi-
cial figures, Free passes to railway employees
cost £93,000, free passes over interstate lincs
cost £7,600, and the cost of annual holidays
was £8,000. We do not hear very much about
curtailing the privileges enjoyed in the Rail-
way Department, although we hear a good deal
about curtailing the privileges #njoyed by the
public. I hold no brief for the Commissioner of
Railways, but we must remember that he is in
a very diffienlt position, administering the
largest spending department, of which, after
all, he has no more eontrol than bas any pri-
vate member. Can the Commissioner regulate
the rate of wages he has to pay?

Mr. MeCallum: Can any other cmployer
in the city?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Was he responsible
for the strike that oecenrred?

My, MeCallum: Yes, he was, largely. 1
will have something to say about that.

Mr. A, THOMSON: And the hon. member
will Qoubtless prove to his own satisfaction
that the Commissioner was in the wrong and
~was absolutely responaible,

Mr. MeCallum: T will prove that he had a
lot to do with it,

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Commissiouer of
Railways is filling a very difficult position, He
took charge of the railways when the engine
power and rolling stock had been run se low
as to almost bring the system to a standstill.
He has had to meet increased wages and
salaries, and it has been humanly impossible
€or him or anyoue clse to obtain very much
better resnlts than are being obtained. He
has no power to sack a man. TIf a man is
sacked, there is a right of appeal.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That has been so for

QArS.

Mr. MeCallum: He has the right to refrench
and there is no right of appeal in that case.

Hon, P. Collier: He has put off a lot of
men lately., -

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: T understand that
some 600 men have been put off.

Hon. W. . Angwin: And some of the
cases are very hard indeed.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Such hardships must
necessarily oceur. After a man has been work-
ing im a certain department for a great num-
bher of years, it is a hardship for him to be
put off. I was interested in the statement of
the member for Geraldton (Mr. Willeock),
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by which he laborionsly endeavourcd to prove
that 44 hours work a week would lead to more
effective results than 48 hours work., I had
the pleasure of meeting some of the men em-
ployed in the Midland Junction Workshops
when the new system was inangurated. I re-
marked that it was gratifying to know that
the men in the workshops had guaranteed that
more work would be done in the 44 hours than
was previonsly done in the 48 hours. One of
the workmen, a very competent man who haa
been employed there for a2 number of years
replied, *“I do not know very mueh about that,
but I do know that the machines run at a
eertain rate all day, and I do not know that
you will get any more work out of them by
cutting out four hours work a weoek. I am
thinking that, by the time the end of the week

_arrives, there will be at least the equivalent of

four hours difference in the work.’’

Mr. Willcock: Yon cannot get away from
the fignres in the report. )

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is all very well for
the member for Geraldion to argue that men
ean do as much in 44 hours as in 48 hours.

Mr. Willeoek: I did not say that,

Mr. A. THOMSON: If a man is working
on a machine, the machine ¢an do only a cer-
tain amount of work in a given fime. If weo
cut four houra off the working time of that
machine, it naturally follows that the output
of the machine muat be less. If a railway
train can cover a certain mileage in 48 hours
running, it is impossible to do the same run in
44 hours., The hon. member’s conteation is
absurd.

M., Wilicock:
better work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Of course everyone,
exeept the hon. member, is absurd.

Mr. A, THOMSON: There arc some things
about which I do happen to know a Jlittle.

Hon, ', Collier: Because you are always
trotting arovnd to Government offieials for in-
formation,

Mr. A, THOMSON: FEven if L am——

Hon, P. Collier: You have no right to do it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You thought you were
going to be a Minister and you had the
greatest slip-up of your life.

Hon. P. Collier: You were running around
to the Commissioner of Taxation the other day.
These officials are not paid to supply infor-
mation to party politicians. I will move a
motion to bloek that sort of thing,

Mr. A, THOMSON: T am not dealing with
party politicians; I am dealing with the Gov-
ernment railwavas,

Hon. P. Collier: I hope the Premier will
instruet his officials pot to supply informa-
tion for party political purposes,

Mr. A. THOMSON: Ope eannot fail to
be amused at the interjections of the
Leader of the Opposition.

The Premier: The officials are not sup-
posed to supply it.

Hon. P. Collier: But the hon. member is
always offending.

Mr. A, THOMSON: May I remind the
Leader of the Opposition that, when one

Fresh men can always do
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hias not a good case, it is easy to abuse the
other side.

Hon. P. Collier: You did not pget that
from a departmental officer. You thought
that out yourself.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: The Leader of the
Opposition dealt at length with the wonder-
ful concessions which the farming community
have received.

Hon. P. Collier: Only on one item.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN : Yes, a wonderful
concession,

Hon, P. Collier: I never touched ov any-
th-ng else.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Quite so. I wish to
refer to a speesch I made on the oceasion
when the Minister for Alines spoke on the
Address-in-replv. I pointed out that the
Sandstone-Mount Magnet line of 93 miles
carried in six months 37 passengers and
32 tons of goods. The total of the
pussenger fares collected was £18 and a
little over £1,000 was collected by way of
freighta on the goods. A trifle over £1,000
represented the whole of the earnings on
that particular line for six months. 1
regret that these fields have declined to
such an cktent. The Bullfineh railway, in
a period of six months, carried 250 passen-
gers and earnmed £30 jn fares, while the
goods carried totalled 540 toms, represent-
ing in freights £250. Tt is ali very well for
the Leader of the Oppesition to eriticise
one section of the community becavse they
are getting a certain class of goods earried
over the railways at a eheap rate. In
every country of the world manures are
earried over the railwnys at a cheap rate,
becanse it is considered sound business
from a railway point of view to do so. No
other class of goods earried by the depart-
ment tends to incrcase the earning capaeity
of the railwavs so greatly, or to ereate so
much employment.  During the ' wheat
geason the railways work at high pressure.
The trucks are unloaded quickly and there
are no delavs. Some members have stated
that wheat is not a paying freight, but 1
know that the Premier, and other membera
of the Government, and the Ruilway De
partment, will be very glad indeed when
the wheat season is in full swing, because
it will mean that the State will pet a
better return from its railways than it has
had during the past few months, T denlore
the attitude adopted by the Leader of the
Opposilion in this connection. I regret his
statement that T must be a friend of Mr,
Fiedges, and that I was supporting that
gontleman. The information whieh the
hon. member supplied to the Committes
was news to me and, on the faets before
me, T have not been able to decide whether
the agreement is good or bad buosiness,
Aceording to the ense made nut by the
Teader of the Opposition, the deal certainly
was not in the best interests of the depart-
ment. I am not in a position to judge, and

[ASSEMBLY.]

like to hear the other side of the case
before condemning a mar.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You were very foni
of condemning bhim previously.

Mr, .\, THOMSON: Not more sa than
anyone else. Closer administration is re-
quired. How we are going te make our
railways pay is onc of the biggest problems
we bave to face, T agrce with the Minister
when he says that our railway freights
have practically veached the maximum. The
metropolitan fares have been somewhat in-
ereascid,

Hon, W. (", Angwin: Ouly 100 per cent.

Mr. A. THOMSOX: There are other in-
creases s well,

Hon, W, (', Angwin: Wheat, .G.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Other commodities
ave affected, and this affects the eonsumer
very considerably. TUnless we can grow
our wheat and ship it on the same basis as
other parts of the Commonwealth we shall
not grow the same quantity of wheat, and
then there will be less work for the men
the hon., member represents. Let us assume
there may be a small loss to the railway
so far as the carriange of wheat is con-
cerned.

Hon, W, ¢. Angwin: Minerals, coal and
garden produre are primary products, and
thev have never had a chance.

Mr. A, THOMSON: No doubt the lon.
membar ean prove to his own satisfaction
that the freight on wheat should be in-
creaged, as well as on superphosphate and
other things. ’

Houn. W. C. Angwin: There should not he
any favouoritism,

Mr. A, THOMSON: T do not know that
{here has been any. When one considers
the ceonditions under which many of the
farmers have had to develop their industry,
and compare that with the comparative
afffuence of people in the metropolitan aren,
it must be admitted that they are entitled
ra some considerdtion.

Mr. Mann: There is not much affluence.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN: Probably not. There
are many men in my district who have very
little to show for all their years of labour.

Hon, W. ¢, Anpwin: The hon. member
has done hetter sinee he lefi the metropoli-
tan area. That may be the reason why some
athers have not done so well.

Mr. A, THOMSBOXN: 1 suppese I got that
from some of the officers of the depart-
ments, I have ronghed it and worked harder
in the country than the hon. member, who
has never done that, and who has heen pretty
snug all these years.

Hon, W. (. Anpgwin: T have worked a
damned sight harder than the hon, member
has cver done,

Mr. A, THOMSON: At times' T feel it
would lwe in the interests of the State if a
srleet eomimittee eould be appointed to in-
quire into the administration of the Railway
Itopartment.  There seems to be a certain
amonnt of overlapping. T commend the Com-
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missioner for having moved one step forward
when he divided the railway system into dis-
triets. The great objection I have to the
administration of the railways is that the
distriet superintendents have not suffcient
power. The department should be divided
into digtinet sub-departmients, At present
it is all run as one huge railway department.
The Great Southern Railway should be made
into one section and placed under the con-
trol of a district superintendent, who should
be made the superintendent m realtt. To-
day everything is referred to Perth. I com-
mend the Commissioner for endeavouring to
get away from the system which is in vogue.
Ag he has appointed a certain gentleman as
assistant, better results may.now be ezpected.
It is true there has been a good leal of dis-
satisfaction shown over the appointment.
The Commissioner has to sit in his office in
Perth, and when something happened on the
railways under the old system he had to hold
an inquiry into the whys and wherefores. As
everything had to come through the various
officers, the information that reached the
Commissioner was probably that which suited
thogse who supplied the information. The
Commigsioner now has his own officer who
can make inquries direet and give the Com-
miggioner the faets at first hand. I do mot
say I agree with all the acts of the Commis-
sioner, but no matter who held the position,
taking into aceount all that has uccurred of
late, I do not think the present Commissioner
could have done better than he has. There
should be more decentralisation in coannee-
tion with the department. The railways
shonld be divided into sections and an officer
placed in charge of cach. The Commissioner
would then be able to compare the running
costs of each section, and would probably
achieve better results,

Mr. Teesdale: Would that mean further
appointments?

Mr. A, THOMSON: The offcers are al-
ready available, but everything has to be
referred to Perth.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Parliament refused
to appoint three Commissioners, and now we
have only one.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am dealing with
superintendents, The system shounld be
divided into distriets, in the same way that
a large store is divided into branches. The

Commissioner would receive his retarns from-

eaeh gection, and if the running costs were
too great on any one section the superinten-
dent of that section could be called to ae-
eount for it. T think this system would meet
with very much better resulis than we are
getting to-day. We are wrged not to offer
destructive eriticism., 1 eommend this sug-
gestion to the Government as being eonstrue-
tive criticism. No one regrets more than I
do that the goldfields have not made better
progress lately. I would suggest to the
Premier that before Parliament closes be
shonld obtain aunthority ao pull up the Mit.
Magnet-Sandstone and the Bullfinch rail-
ways, which are not paying, and make
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use -of the rails in some other part of the
8tate. The Government cowld then provide
a motor service to take the small amount of
trafic that at present passes over these lines,
retaining the present railway beds for the
necessary roadways. I regret that there was
any heat shown tctween the Leader of the
Opposition and myszelf, T assure him that I
never resent any personal eriticism upon my-
setf. I very much regret the incident that
oceurred. More particularly do I regret
that I was the unwitting cause of bringing
inte the discussion a certain railway official.
That must have been unpleasant both for him
and, I think I may say, also for the Leader
of the Opposition, just as it was for myself,

Progress reported,

House adjourned ot 12.48 am. (Friday).
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, ARBITRA-
TION COURT AGENT.

Hon, P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: What fees are being paid Mr.
Poynton, the representative of the Commis-
sion of Hailways in the Arbitration Court?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways) replied: For preparation of five cases,
£105; for attendance at court, £10 10s. per
day. These fees are divided between the
Government Railways and the Midland Rail-
way Company in the proportion which the
working expenses of the Government Rail-
ways Anid the Midland Railway Company
bear to each other, approximately 25 to 1.



